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EDITOR'SNOTE

It is quite some time since the last newsletter and there have been some important
developments on the Rainham marshes SSSI. The original planning application to
build on a huge area of the SSSI by MCA now looks increasingly unlikely to go ahead.
The London Borough of Havering Unitary Development Plan has been amended by the
Inspector and he has stated that the whole of Wennington marshes should remain in the
green belt and of course within the SSSI.

On the down side he has rejected the conservationists arguments over Rainham marsh
proper and the silt lagoons and given the "green light" for developments in these areas.

There are two plans mooted for these areas. One based around an international
exhibition centre and another much more grandiose scheme centred on a huge stadium.
It has to be said that neither of these two schemes are anything other than glintsin the
eyes of developers at this stage.

Mark Hanson has been extremely busy working on the latest volume of The Naturalist
which accompanies this Newsletter. | am sure you will agree it was worth waiting for.
It will become a standard work on the natural history of the forest for many yearsto
come. Our thanks go to Mark for all the time and effort he has expended on this
volume.

Sadly for the Field Club Sheila and Peter Leswell have had to |eave Essex and Sheila
has had to give up her roles as General Secretary and Minuting Secretary after many
years of service to the Club. She will be greatly missed by us all and we would like to
thank her and her husband for their long service and give them both our best wishes
for the future.

We are urgently seeking a volunteer to take on the role of General Secretary and

any member willing to undertake this job should write to the President,

Canon David Agassiz at The Glebe House, Brewers End, Takeley, Bishops Stortford,
CM22 6QH.

The next issue of The Naturalist will be a compendium of short papers much in the
style of The Naturalist of early years. It will be available just as soon as our bank
balance has recovered from the latest expenditure.

Del Smith, Editor, 12 Tring Gardens, Harold Hill, Romford, Essex, RM3 9EP.
Telephone Ingrebourne 75555

\




THE PASSMORE EDWARDS MUSEUM

Most members will be aware that there is a connection between the Essex Field Club and the
Passmore Edwards Museum in Stratford in the London Borough of Newham, but to many, like me,
thislink haslittle practical significance.

The museum houses the Club's collections and library and is still the official address of the Club. In
common with other museums, however, it is currently having difficulties in obtaining adequate
resources to carry out its functions properly. The Club, which is represented on the Museum's
governing body, has a part to play in supporting the Museum at thistime and there is scope for
increasing the use made of the Museum by members.

A discussion was held at the Museum between the Curator and members of the Council of the Field
Club at which the links were explored with a view to both partners playing a more active role in
each others affairs. In particular it was suggested that a meeting be held at the Museum in the
coming programme so that members could be made more aware of what was held at the Museum
and how they could make use of it.

Jeremy |son

WHITEHOUSEFARM -N.FAMBRIDGE
MAY 1991 - MAY 1992

Extractsfromreportsby Jack Friedlein:-

May 6th'91 TurtleDoveand 6 Swallowsarrivebut by theend of Junethe Swallow countonthefarmis
downfromthe30pairsof previousyearsto 10, thereareno Willow Warbler and only onepair of
Blackcapwhereas Swifts(30-40) aremorenumerousthanusual . Butterfly numbersarepoor excepting
Speckled Wood and OrangeTip. Early September seesthedepartureof the Swallows, Martinsand
Swifts, Whimbrel areal so seenheadingfor thecoast. L argenumbersof Red Admiral, Tortoiseshell and
Painted L ady areto beseen. February 9th'92 seesthearrival of 8 Shelduck andthe27ththefirst
Brimstonesand Peacocks, 4 Badgersare seen on March 25th andthenext day thefirst Chiff Chaff. By the
31st Shelduck numbersareupto44 andtheBlackcaparrives. Thefirst Swallow comesonApril 19thand
thefirst Willow Warbler thenext day. The22nd bringsthe Cuckoo and beforetheend of themonth 8
HouseMartinsandaTurtleDovewhilst May 11thbringsthefirst Swift - theyearscycleiscompleted once

again.

THEBIRD GROUP91-2

Thegroupheld9 meetingsduringtheyear withan averageattendanceof only 7.66 membersandan
aggregateof 92 different specieswererecorded. M agpieand Wood Pigeonwerenoted at 8 of the9
meetings, House Sparrow and BlueTit at 7 and Gt. Crested Grebe, Cormorant, Mallard, Coot, Canada
Goose, Mute Swan, Black Headed Gull, Robin, Crow, Blackbird and Chaffinchat 6. Whil st therewereno
exceptional sightingsweenjoyed seeing Sparrow Hawk and Arctic Skuasat Tilbury, Common Scoter at
Brightlingsea, Ruddy Duck at Hanningfield, Gt. Spotted Woodpecker and Spotted Flycatcher at Mill
Green, numerousY ellow Wagtailsat Bradwell and Willow Titat Piercing Hill. Why don't moreof you
cometofuturemeetings?

JohnBath Chairman



SPIDERSIN WALTHAMSTOW MARSH, MEETING ON 6TH JUNE 1992

Despiteavery poor forecast, theweather turned out to bemuch better than expected, but conditions
werefar fromideal for finding spiders. Thepretty Theridion pictumwasfoundto benumerousalong
concretefencingandonscrubnear theriver. Thisisararespiderin Essex butitisalsofoundnear Enfield
by theRiver Leainsimilar circumstancesanditlooksasthoughthelLeaValley couldbequitea
strongholdfor thespecies.

V ariousspiderscharacteristicof marshy and scrub habitatswerefoundincludingtheuncommon " money
spider Baryphyma pratense and orb-web spider Zilladiodia, but most specieswerewidespread and
common.

Anabundanceof Russian Comfrey ontheMarsheswas extraordinary and possibly of someconcern. It
may indicatethedegreetowhichtheareaisdryingout andgradually losingitsmarshflora. Nevertheless
Walthamstow Marshesareevidently of great interest anditisquiteremarkabletowalkintothemfromthe
adjacent trafficand noiseand built up areaof East L ondon.

Peter Harvey

BEAUTIESVANISH IN THE DROUGHT
(Southend Evening Echo, Friday June 19th 1992)

A lack of clean, well oxygenatedwater i sthreatening Essex'scol ourful dragonfliesand damselflies. And
whenthey decline, therearefearsfor thefutureof thecounty'sother wildlife. From 33 speciesinthe 19th
century, therewereonly 25in1990. Theemerald damsel fly isalmost extinct.

Thelongest drought for morethan 150years, followed by aseriesof hot summers, hasaccentuatedthe
water shortageandincreased demandfor water abstraction after decadesof |and drainage, dmagetofarm
andvillagepondsandtheconversionof grazing marshesfor arablecrops.

Thereisa sotheproblemof water pollution. Dragonfliesaresensitivetopollutionfromchemicals,
pesticidesand herbi cidesand to enrichment causedby run-off of fertili sersand sewage.

Essex Wildlife Trust spokesman BrianWattssaid: "M ost dragonfly speciesrequirepol lution-free, well
vegetatedwater inwhichtolay their eggs. After hatchingtheyoung spendfromonetofour yearsinthe
water beforeemerging asfreeflyingadults. Boththeadultsandthenymphsareferociouspredators. The
nymphstakesmall crustaceans, water fleas, small worms, tadpol es, small fishand other insects. Inturna
widevariety of birdsprey upondragonfliesaswell assomespiders. Consequently asiterichindragonflies
indicatesagiterichinwildlife.”

@  1989: Thetrust acquiredareserveonthe ThamesMarsheswitharichdragonfly fauna. Thedrought
of 1990dried out themarshandfew dragonflieshavebeenseensince.

@ 1989: Slurry effluentturned 10 milesof theRiver Rodingfromacl ear river withdancinginsectsand
flashingkingfishersintoasewer linedwith30,000dyingfish.
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@  1990: A keroseneleak near Stansted Airport destroyedwildlifeintheRiver Stort. A survey
reveal ed 10kilometresof themainriver andthreeof itstributary streamswerecompletely dry.

Rainham Marsh, an important site of scientific interest, isthreatened by plansfor alarge
® |easure development.

The trust's Water for Wildlife campaign called on Echo readersto treat water as a valuable resource
and avoid waste. It has launched an appeal to restore Essex rivers and wetlands including Fobbing
Marsh, near Basildon, and Two Tree Island, Leigh.

Fobbing Mar sh: This previous coastal grazing marsh, has dried out due to drainage on adjoining
land. The emerald damselfly has almost been lost and breeding lapwing, redshank and shelduck are
also threatened. The trust needs £4,000 for a pumping system to supply clean water.

Two Treeldand: The sluice system is broken and old settling beds rendered sterile by seawater.
Dragonflies, redshank andwarblersareat risk. Thetrust needs£10,000torepair thesluices.

Detailsof thecampaignareavail ablefromtrust centresat Brentwood, Abbertonand Langdon Hillsand
fromitsheadquartersat FingringhoeWick NatureReserve, South Green Road, Fingringhoe.

BUTTERFLY RARITY HASRETURNED
(takenfromthe Southend Evening Echo, Thursday June18th 1992)

A rarebutterfly that disappeared from Essex i sback and flourishinginasecret hideaway thankstoa
uniqueconservation project. Theschemetore-introducethepearl borderedfritillary tothecounty has
beenhailed asnationally significant. Thebutterfly disappeared fromthewhol eof East Angliaandfrom
many southern countieseast of Somerset, and hasbecomeoneof themost rapidly declining speciesof
butterflyinBritain.

Itisthefirst timethespecieshasbeenre-established naturally anywherein Britain. Pioneered by Essex
branch of Operation Butterfly, acampaignto conservewild butterflies, theproject wasset up after the
Essex WildlifeTrust bought thesecret sitein 1987.Theareahad beenturnedfromoriginal coppiced
woodlandto scrubandthen bought by aforestry company for conifers. Conservationiststook twowinters
toclear theconifersand bring back asunny clearing, completewithvital youngvioletsfor breeding. The
resultisaremarkablesuccesswith 39 butterfliesintroduced from Sussexincreasingtomorethan 100 by
May lastyear.

But, despitethesuccess, thefight for lifecontinues. Changesin modernwood and management andthe
lossof habitat hasseen 26 of Britain's55 resident speciesdeclinedrastically.

REPORTSOF SPRING

12-2-92 Toad, Bufo bufo, onfootpath at top of ElImhurst Drive, Hornchurch, junctionwith
Hornchurch Road, (for itssafety | put it into Harrow Lodge Park on aflowerbed, it
kicked strongly! Many wormshave cometo the soil surface, following somerain.

23-2-92 Honeybeeworker running around onfootpath of Grosvenor Drive. A ppeared drowsy
- put into afront garden out of the way of feet.



27-2-92 Gnatsdancinginsunlight, and 3 col tsfoot bl ossomsbes defootpathonHaveringside
of River Rom, Dagenham Chase Nature Reserve. Willow buds beginning to burst.

A signthat springisnearly here?A magpiethought so, flyingaroundwithtwigsforitsnest.

KenHill

A NEW SCALE INSECT FOR ESSEX

Mark Hanson reports that he has found a scale insect new to the county on sycamorein Epping
Forest. The insect has been identified by the Club's Heteroptera Recorder Dr Peter Kirby as
Pulvinariaregalis, arecent arrival in Britain..

DrKirby reportsthat theinsect hasspreadfairly dramatically inthesouth-east. Hewritesthatitis
polyphagousontrees, withbay laurel, horsechestnut, lime, sycamoreand other Acer spp. seemingly
particular favourites. Itislargely an urban and suburban species, particularly fond of street and garden
trees. Asfar asDr Kirby knowstheinsect doesnot usually dothetreesany great harm, but it would seem
reasonabl eto expect somedamageby aheavy infestationonarel atively small woody plant likebay laurel
andit could bethevector of disease.

P.Harvey

A NEW SITE FOR THE BEE WOLF (Philanthustriangulum)

| recently discoveredabreeding colony of thissolitary wasp near Chadwell, S.Essex. Thebeewolf colony
hasal so now been seenat arecent Field Club meeting and by theHymenopteraexpert JohnFelton.

Thelocality seemsto havequitea good popul ation of femal eswith nesting taking placeinat | east two
partsof thesite. Thebeewolf isanimpressivesight flyingintowardsitsnest holewithahoney bee slung
beneathitsbody. Theparalysed beewill beusedtoprovisionitsnest cells.

Thebeewolf isnationally vulnerablewithastatusof RDB2. Itisknownto have strong coloniesonthelsle
of Wight but theonly other recent recordsseemtobefrom S. Hampshire, possibly representing vagrants
fromthel .O.W., twositesin Suffolk and FingringhoeWick NatureReserve, N. Essex . Other british
recordsarevery olddatingfromthelast century.

Apparently thebeewolf requiresthecorrect typeof sandfor itsnesting and a so needsaminimumamount
of warmweather duringitsflight periodinorder tomaintainitspopul ationlevel. Presumably our recent hot
summershavehe pedinthisrespect!

A second new sitefor thebeewolf hasjust been discovered by Roger Payneat Shoebury Old Ranges, an
Essex WildlifeTrustreserve. Boththesesitesareturning out to beimportant localitiesforinvertebrates
generaly andgiveaglimpseof thesort of quality habitat that woul d havebeenmuch moreextensiveinthe
past. Now all too oftenwecanonly ook at thesetiny fragments of former glory.

Peter Harvey



AN APPEAL FOR HOUSE SPIDERS

Canyou helpintherecording of housespidersin Tegenaria domestica (Clerck)
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Peter Harvey 9 Kent Road, Grays, Essex, RM 17 6DE



AVERY RARE SPIDERIN EPPING FOREST

InJunethisyear | collectedtwomalesof anattractivespider Theridionpinastri fromLeytonFlats. |
returnedfor another visit about twoweeksl ater and found another mal etogether withtwofemal es, oneof
whichlater laiddaneggsacincaptivity. David Carr, avery activemember of the Essex Spider Groupthen
sent meamal ethat hehad collected at another sitein Epping Forest further northat LippittsHill.

Thespiderisextremely rareinBritain, knownpreviously only fromamaletakenat Chobham Common,
Surrey in1977,afemal eat thesamel ocality in 1984 and thenamal etaken at Headl ey Heath, Surrey and
afemaleat Burnham Beechesbothin 1991. Thesix Epping Forest specimens thereforerepresent atotal

number morethanall thepreviousfindsput together and areacl ear indi cation of anestablished popul ation
inthearea.

Itisof considerableinterest that all our specimensweretakenfromthelower branchesof oak sinceit has
previously been assumed that the spi der'smai nhabitat could turn out to be pinetrees, which do not seem
tobepresentinthevicinity. Although partsof Epping Forest havebeenreasonably well recordedfor
spiders, thisdoesnot tomy knowledgeincludeL eytonFlatsor LippittsHill. However itispossiblethat
therecent consecutivehot summersand mildwintershaveenabl ed thespeciestoincreaseitspopul ation
level ssothat we havenow beenabletodetect itspresence, but | doubt whether thespider will turnout to
becommoninthecounty asawhole. Oak treesinmany partsof thecounty and at theright timeof year
havebeeninvestigatedfor their spider fauna, and other speciessuch asthecrab spider Philodromus
praedatus, formerly thoughttobevery rareinBritain, havebeenfoundto bewidespreadin Essex.

Peter Harvey

ANOTHERRARE SPIDER-CAN YOU HELP?

Intheautumnasmall (about 5mm) green spider called Nigmawal ckenaeri ismature. InBritainitis
apparently moreor lessconfinedtothe ThamesValley area. It hasbeenfoundinanumber of placesinthe
Londonarea, butisalsofound commonly in Graysand asfar east as Southend-on-Seaand Battlesbridge.
It hasal so beenfoundin Col chester and thissuggeststhat the spider could bemuch more widespreadin
thecounty.

Thespiderisoftenfoundingardensand parks
whereit choosesleaveswithaconcaveupper

Higma walckenaeri {(Roewer?l

surfaceacrosswhichit makesasmall web. It then o T T

sitsbetweenthetop of theleaf and theunderneath N

theweb. Leavesof lilac, forsythiaandholly are 5 Ty

particularly favoured but any leaf withasuitable L ® %

architecturewill beused. 2 7 %‘i, %
.

If youseeasmall greenspiderintheautumniwould ! ,{:ﬁ

bevery grateful if youwould sendittomewith o f o e 1

detailsof whereitwasfound. Thespider couldbe } N — B

sentwithitsleaf insidee.g. amatchbox or small 5 L /

plasticcontainer. | will gladly refund postageand | et (a ® ‘_}:gi\fr

youknow if thespider isindeedtherareNigma 8

wal ckenaeri.

Peter Harvey 9 Kent Road, Grays, Essex, RM 17
6DE



WHATSON
ESSEXFIELDCLUB

Sun. 23rd Aug. Bird Group. Lion Creek Reserve, Canewdon. Meet TQ 923947 at 10.30 am.
Phone0277 651890for details.

Sat. 12th Sept. General Meeting 1369. Natural History at Howland's Marsh, St. Osyth. A look
at plants, birdsandinsectsinanew reserve. Meetinlay-by onwest side of
B1027 near entrancetoreserve TM 115169 at 10.30 am.
L eader Tony Boniface. Phone 0245266316

Sat. 19th Sept.  Geology Group. "Essex inthe Geological Past and Future”. Talk by lan Mercer
commencingat 3.00 pm. at Merrymeade Conference Centre, SawyersHall
Lane, Brentwood.

Sun. 20th Sept. Bird Group. Cudmore Grove Country Park, East Mersea. Meet at car park
TM 065147 at 10.30 am. Phone 081-989 2783 for details.

Sun. 27thSept.  Mammal Group. Small Mammal Trappinginthe Danbury Reserves. Contact
John Dobsonfor details. Danbury 4408.

Sun. 11th Oct. General Meeting 1370. Fungus Foray. Meet Epping Forest Conservation
Centreat 10.00am. Leader Martin Gregory. Phone Danbury 3300for details.

Sat. 17th Oct. Mammal Group. Deer Meeting in North Essex. Phone
Brian Eastcott for details. SaffronWal don 22680.

Sun. 18th Oct. Bird Group. Tollesbury Marshes. Meet at car park TL 964107 at 11.00 am.
Phone 0277 651890for details.

Sat. 31st Oct. General Meeting 1371. "Wildlifein Essex Churchyards'. Talk by Graham
Feldwick commencing at 3.00 pm. at Merrymeade ConferenceCentre,
SawyersHall Lane, Brentwood.

HAVERINGCOUNTRY PARKS

For bookingandfurther detailsphone: 0708 766999 ext 4610

Thurs.6thAug. Naturereserveconser vation task making anew path and building bird
boxesat Havering Country Park. Suitablefor children7andover.

Sat. 8thAug.  Creaturesof thenight. Cometo Country Park at nightfall to find the
wildlifethat comesoutinthedark. Bringtorchesif youcanand meet at
AlbynsFarm, Hornchurch Country Park, signed off South End Road,
SouthHornchurch, startsat 8 p.m. returnby 10 p.m.

Tues. 11thAug. BedfordsPark NatureTrail. Explorethenaturetrail and discover
wildflowers, pond creaturesand mini-beasts. Children7-12.



Tues. 13thAug. FarmBikeRide. A day'souting, by bike, from Havering Country Park to
seethefarmanimal sat Hainault Forest Country Park. Smilesroundtrip
onbridleways(noroads). Bringapicnic. Suitablefor childrenbut must
beaccompaniedby anadult.

Frid. 14thAug. Mini-Beast Safari. Searchfor themany different small creaturesthat can
befoundintheCountry Park. Startingfrom andreturningtothe
SquadronsApproach Car Park, inHornchurch Country Park, signed of f
SuttonsLane/AirfieldWay.

Sun.16thAug. TurnUpand GoWalk.A 10 milewalk fromHornchurchto Half Way
House. Meet 8.30am at thecar park (Panel Craft) nexttoLittle Chef,
Southend Arterial Road, A 127 Westbound. Returntransport provided.

Wed. 19th & Fun Daysat Duck Wood. Treasure hunts, pond dipping, bird box making, Thurs.
20thAug. mini-beast safarisand badgemakinginthiswoodland naturereserve.
Children7-12. Phone 0708 746040 ext 2208.

Thurs. 20thAug. " TheSeashell" . Kazzum ArtsProject presenttheir new "green" theatre
2.30pm show for children, about the seaand pollution. Free, at Bedfords Park
(near the cafe). No need to book. Children 4-7.

Frid. 21st Aug. Gobatsat the ChaseNatureReserve. An evening guided walk withthe
London Wildlife Trust. Phone 081-593 8096

Wed. 26thAug. " FreeFall" Puppet Showin Havering Country Par k. Parachute Puppet

2pm Company create adelightful concoction of thewierd, wacky and
wonderful. Children5andover. Free, noneedto book, but if youwould
liketo cometo abarbecuewith gamesbeforehand, pleasephone.

Frid. 28thAug. HaveaWild Time. Findthewild sideof Hornchurch Country Park, with
2pmto4pm pond dipping, mini-beasting and exploringtheold Airfield. Startinga
finishingat AlbynsFarmsigned off South End Road, South Hornchurch.

Sun.6thSept.  Royal Liberty Walk. A 5mileguided circular walk onfootpathsinnorth
Havering, endingwithacreamteaonthegreen, Havering-Atte-Bower.
Cost £1 per person. Book by phoning 0708 746040 ext 2208

Sun.6thSept.  BikeRideintheCountry. A bikerideinthe countrysideaong
bridlewaysfromHavering Country Park to Hai nault Forest Country Park
and beyond. Children must beaccompanied by anadult.

Sun.6thSept.  Airfield Tour, Hornchurch Country Park. Explorethehistoric site of
RAFHornchurchanddiscover what remainsof theairfield. Startsand
finishesat the SquadronsA pproach car park, signed off SuttonsL ane,
AirfieldWay. Meet 2.30pmreturn4 pm.

Sun. 13thSept. People' sCountry Fair. Anafternoon of music, events, competitionsand
craftdisplaysat Hornchurch Country Park. Startsat 12 noonat Albyns
Farm, signed off South End Farm, South Hornchurch. No needtobook.

Sun. 27th Sept.  Bagshot HillsRamble. A 4 milecircular walk inthe Tylers Common and
Warley area, visiting Warley Placeand stopping for apublunch.
Phone 0708 746040 ext 2208

Sun.4thOct.  Sponsered Walk. An8milesponsered circular walk with Havering Ramblers.
Usescountry footpathsintheNorth Ockendonand Cranham area.
Starting at BelhusCountry Park witharefreshment stopat Bush Farm.
Phone 0708 746040 ext 2208
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Sun. 11thOct.  Beatingthe Bounds. Sponsered walk around the boundary of Thames
Chase, thecommunity forest. Chooseyour distance. Organisedwiththe
Muscular Dystrophy Group. Phone0277 374516.

Sun. 11thOct.  Fairy RingFolklore. Find out about thefolklore about mushroomsand
toadstool sduring thisguidedwal k through Havering Country Park. L ed
by Gordon Rutter of the Epping Forest Conservation Centre.

Sun. 18thOct.  Bird Migration Hor nchurch Country Par k. Seethelast summer migrants
andthefirstwinter visitors. Startsandfinishesat the Squadrons A pproach
car park, signed of f SuttonsLane/AirfieldWay. Meet at 2pmreturn4 pm.
Sun. 1st Nov. Autumn Fruits. Help the Ranger collect tree seeds, to beraised at the park's

treenursery. Startsandfinishesat Albyn'sFarm, Hornchurch Country Park,
signed off South End Road, South Hornchurch.

NEWMEMBERS

Sincethelast Newsd etter wewel comethefol lowing new memberstotheclub:-

Mr R. Breeze Chdmdford

Mr P. Luke Madon
MrsS.VanMaanen BuckhurgtHill
MrD.Winlo Gt.Bardfidd
MrJ. Hall Fingringhoe
MrC.A.Rawlings Hatfield Peverd
JohnBath Membership Secretary

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Despitetheiteminthelast News etter subscription remindershavehadtobesent to 24 individual
members. | hopethey will respond qui ckly and consider arranging future paymentsby compl etingthe
BankersOrder on Page 7 of thelast Newsl etter. Send paymentsand/or Ordersto John Bath, 34 Chestnut
Avenue, Billericay, Essex, CM129JF

EnquiriestoMr D Smith, 12 Tring Gardens, HaroldHill, Romford, RM39EP.
Telephone Ingrebourne 75555.




