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MOTH GROUP INTRODUCTION DOUGAL URQUHART

Welcome to the annual meeting of the Essex Moth Group, now into its 23" year since first starting up in
1996. This is the seventh meeting to be held at the Green Centre at Wat Tyler Country Park after the switch
of venue from Lawford in the north of the county. We are indebted to the Essex Field Club for helping to
subsidise the cost of hosting this annual meeting. It would be much more expensive for members if it the
meeting was held anywhere else in the county.

We thank Peter Harvey of the Essex Field Club for arranging that the Group are able to meet here in the
Green Centre, and also for arranging the buffet lunch with the caterers and all the other logistics.

The annual meeting and the newsletter are important to the Essex Moth Group. They both demonstrate the
important moth recording work that members carry out across the county of both the common species and
the scarcer species too. The annual meeting is the only day-time opportunity where members can meet up
with fellow moth enthusiasts to share their experiences and sightings. The newsletter also allows other
members to share their account of the previous mothing season, share their sightings as well as their moth
images too.

As group co-ordinator, a big thankyou to all those members who have either put together a talk for the
meeting, compiled an article for this newsletter, or just attended the meeting at Wat Tyler i in some cases
some kind folk have helped with all three! Maybe under the duress of arm-twisting and succumbing to some
gentle persuasion, the meeting has a full programme and the newsletter is the usual detailed account. The
support has been great and much appreciated throughout the year.

The moths of Essex will appreciate our time and attention!

I trust members will find this newsletter an interesting read. The articles have had very little editing and are

read as they were sent i n. ptearticldscompactevinlstincdudingithe many v e
images sent in and to help keep the length of the whole newsletter down to a minimum number of pages.
|l 6ve tried to include as many images as possibl e an

have been credited, usually to the right-hand side of the page and sometimes with the initials only.
| also apologise for any spelling or grammar errors especially with the scientific names. | also apologise for
any perceived relaxing of the usual scientific report writing protocol!

If you want to share any other ideas about the Moth Group, you can contact me T Dougal Urquhart as the
Moth Group coordinator on 07494866157 or at i dougalurguhart57 @gmail.com;

There is an email Yahoo Group on Essex Moths where moth sightings and other topics are posted. As of
February 2020, 114 members had joined since 2002. To join this you can either email Brian Goodey at i
briangoodey4@gmail.com; Reg Fry at reg.a.fry@btinternet.com; or Tony Prichard at
tony.prichard@btinternet.com; One of these moderators will then invite you onto the email forum.

Information about the Essex Moth Group can be found on the Essex Moth Group website at
www.essexfieldclub.org.uk/portal/p/Essex+Moth+Group . Help is needed with keeping these pages
updated.

At present the moth County Recorder for Essex is Peter Harvey and whilst Peter is more than happy to
continue to deal with records, we need a moth specialist to come forward to manage identification requests
and organise and promote recording in the county. Contact Peter at: grayspeterharvey@gmail.com;
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ESSEX MOTH GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE

The Moth Group Facebook page was started in July 2017 by Simon Wood and has been well used and
visited by many members and other moth enthusiasts. Plenty of moth pictures have been posted both of
known and unknown identity, providing opportunities for discussion i which is exactly what it is there for.

As of February 2020 the Group had 179 members who had joined.

This is an informal discussion group relating to all things mothy within Essex, UK, VC18 and VC19. All
sightings and identification queries are very welcome. When posting a photograph, it would be most helpful
to have an idea of the size of the moth, whether at rest or wings-span and of course a date and location for
the record.

ESSEX MOTH GROUP ANNUAL MEETING 2019

The Moth Group held its 23" annual meeting at the Green Centre at Wat Tyler CP on 23 February 2019 i
the sixth year it has now been held at this venue. Numbers attending was around forty and members heard
a variety of moth related topics from Essex and further afield.

The main speaker was Lucia Chmurova, the development officer in Kent for Butterfly Conservation, who

told us about rearing | epidoptera in Madagascar as
on action plans for a number of rare moths. Andy and Melissa Banthorpe the county recorders for
Bedfordshire cameandt ol d us Whatés I nteresting about Bedford:

their county. Richard Dennison showed us a selection of moths from his UK travels, while Graham Bailey
told us about the moth highlights in south Essex during 2018. Chris Lewis described his mothing carried out
on the Isles of Scilly and moth migrants, lastly Dougal talked about some of the moth changes over recent
years at Cudmore Grove Country Park.

ESSEX FIELD CLUB EXHIBITION AND SOCIAL 2019

The Essex Moth Group had a stand at this
popular annual exhibition at the Green Centre on
Saturday 7th December, manned by Dougal for
the sixth year. There were many different stands
by different wildlife organisations and there was a
turnout of 124 visitors recorded that came to
browse the stands i slightly fewer than the
previous year. There was the usual tasty buffet
lunch and the opportunity to socialise with folk.

20217 YEAR TO CELEBRATE
Essex Moth Group started in 1996 and will celebrate 25 years in 2021!

Any thoughts and ideas as to how we should mark this achievement, let us know!



ESSEX MOTH DATA

There is an increasing concern at the need for Essex moth records to be properly verified before being
input by Peter Harvey into the Essex Field Club database. Discussions need to be had with Moth Group
members as to the best way forward for moth records to be checked so that we can be happy with the
dataset being accurate. Maybe a small committee needs to be set up to help with the verification process
and to set up a formal assessment system for some records. It appears there are a lot of records currently
on the system that appear not have had a genital dissection and yet the national criteria require them to
have had them. We would like to hear views and thoughts from members as to best way forward.

Other topics that need reviewing is making sure the species list for Essex is up to date. There is also a
need to review those species on the Essex Red Data Book list as it is almost twenty years old. Some
species have increased in distribution over the last two decades while others have declined and need to be
included on the list.

NATIONAL MOTH NIGHT

Moth Night 2020 will be held from Thursday 27thi Sat ur day 29t h August 2 &«&0.

Underwingb mot hs i nc | ubbik@gmsonhaad Ligglt&rintsen Underwings, the rare recent
colonist Rosy Underwing and the resident Red Underwing, which is widespread in England and Wales
and has recently spread to Scotland, Ireland and the Isle of Man.

Moth Night is organised by Atropos, Butterfly Conservation and the Centre for Ecology & Hydrology.

PUBLIC INQUIRY REGARDING LAWFORD TYE FIELD JOHN HALL

| went to the EMG annual meeting last year and | spoke briefly about the records we had made in Lawford
Tye Field and that | would use the Section 41 species at the Public Inquiry in July 2019 where Gladman
would try to get Planning Permission for 110 houses on this field. As you know, the Inspector of that Public

T

I nquiry found the information | and Dr Chris Gibson

and the Inspector cited the Moth records as one of the three main reasons that she REFUSED the Planning

Application by Gl adman and she DI SMI SSED Gl admanos

landmark case being one of the few cases where Section 41 species have carried significant weight at
Public Inquiry. Of particular note were our records of Lunar Yellow Underwing - the presence of both the
adults and the caterpillars, and Small Heath butterfly - the presence of both the adults and the

caterpillars. | think it is important for you to mention this case to the Essex Moth Group as you will be there.
Would you do so please? | hope that you might even get a little cheer from the Annual Meeting of the
Essex Moth Group!!

| have been invited to publish our Moth data and the proceedings of the Public Inquiry in the Essex
Naturalist later this year, which | will be pleased to do with the assistance of Dr Chris Gibson.

Best wishes to you and all at the Essex Moth Group Annual Meeting
John



WIGBORO WICK FARM, ST OSYTH CLIVE ATKINS

A single 125W MV Robinson trap was run throughout the season, with an additional 15W actinic trap

operated from the beginning of May until the end of October. No traps were operated from 25 May-1 June

or from 27 July 18 August .speblessuehdas Yestal Ritodometra sacatiasTée c e
Gem Nycterosa obstipata, Bordered Straw Heliothis peltigera and Small Mottled Willow Spodoptera

exigua going unrecorded.

Cosmopterix pulchrimell a ARINE MOTH (C.Atkins)

Highlights included Cosmopterix pulchrimella 1 on 23 October Acrobasis tumidana 2 on 25 July, Golden
Twin-spot Chrysodeixis chalcites on 23 Augustand Fi s her 6 s E s t Godyna borelli sivigles h
trapped on 4 and 25 September, plus an additional 2 found by torchlight on 16 and 19 September.

Table 1. Monthly totals of the more regular immigrant species.

JIFIM|A| M| J J A|S| O|N|D| T

Diamond-back Moth P. 0/|0|0|0[10|499| 94 |18 |32 |16|2 |0 | 671
xylostella
*European Corn-borerO. |00 | 0 |0 | 1 4 30 1 |11]0|0|0]| 36
nubilalis
Rusty-dot Pearl U. ojojojojo0| 0 2 o2 (4]|]0|1]| 9
ferrugalis

Rush Veneer N. noctuella
Convolvulus Hawk-moth ojojojo0j|oO0 0 0 0Oj1(0|0|O0 1
Agrius convolvuli
Humming-bird Hawk-moth |0 |0 | O |0 | 1 1 0 0|0|2]|0|0)| 4
M. stellatarum
Silver Y A. gamma 0[0|]O0O|0O0| 3|17 |16 |28 3 |8 |10 76
Scarce Bordered Straw ojojojo0j|o0 0 0 0|3|1|]0|0| 4
Helicoverpa armigera

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
[EEN
o
o
=

*Tree-lichen Beauty C. ojojojojo0| O 29 | 1|00 0|0 30
algae

Delicate M. vitellina 0joj0O0]0]O 0 1 0| 5]13]0]0 9
Pearly Underwing ojojojojo0 | 0 0 O|1|0]|]0|0]| 1
Peridroma saucia

Dark Sword-grass A. ojojoj0]|oO 1 1 512 |1|0|0]| 10

ipsilon
*Records likely to be associated with local breeding populations.




Acrobasis tumidana CLANCYO6S RUSTI OEWI CK6 S PL(@Atkins)

The main local highlights of the season were as follows:
Calybites phasianipennella One on 28 June.
Agonopterix purpurea A single on 21 February.

Agonopterix curvipunctosa One on 14 June.
Depressaria daucella One on 19 July.

Cosmopterix pulchrimella One on 23 October was new for site.

Anarsia innoxiella Singles on 29 June and 24 July.

Brachmia inornatella A single record on 24 June.

Platyedra subcinera Two in April.

Coleophora limoniella One on 4 July.

Mompha jurassicella a single indoors on 15 December.

Scythris limbella Two on 11 July.

Crescent Plume Marasmarcha lunaedactyla One on 11 July, new for site.

Prochoreutis myllerana One on 17 July, new for site.

Commophila aeneana One on 15 June.

Eucosma metzneriana A total of four during June.

Eucosma conterminana Four during July.

Elegia simiella One on 19 June.

Oncocera semirubella Single on 22 July.

Pempelia genistella one on 8 July.

Acrobasis tumidana Two on 25 July, new for site.

Ancylosis oblitella Single on 28 June followed by three in July, two in August and two in September.
Homoesoma nebulella Singles on 8 and 10 September, new for site.

Anerastia lotella Singles on 14 and 26 June.

Evergestis limbata A single on 11 September.

Pediasia contaminella A total of seven during July.

Hummingbird Hawk-moth M. stellatarum One trapped on 2 October.

Sloe Carpet A. distinctata A total of four recorded between 17 & 25 April.

Latticed Heath C.clathrata an impressive 880 between 5 July and 4 September, with counts of 266, 371 on
28-29 August respectively.

Rest Harrow Aplasta ononaria Single on 23 August.

Dotted Fan-foot M. cribrumalis Singles on 26 June and 3 July.

Plumed Fan-foot P. plumigeralis Singles on 14, 17 and 22 July.

Waved Black P. fuliginaria A single on22 July.

Golden Twin Spot Chrysodeixis chalcites One on 23 August, new for site.

Dewi ¢ k 6 s M.Rdnfusa Birgles on 5 and 18 July.

Reed Dagger Simyra albovenosa Singles on 28 and 30 April , followed by a further on 24 July.
The Wormwood C. absinthii One on 25 July.

Star-wort Cucullia asteris Six between 13 and 23 July.

Toadflax Brocade C. lunula Nine larva on 25 August on Common Toadflax Linaria vulgaris.

Cl ancy 0 sCaRdrisatkadenii Singles on 19 and 30 September.

Fi sher 6s Es tGogayna boreli TMottagped on 4 and 25 September were new for site. An
unexpected addition to site list. There is a colony approximately one kilometre to the south west.



Small Ranunculus H. dysodea Eight singles between 5 and 23 July.

L-album Wainscot Mythimna l-album Two on 22 June followed by six in July, nine in August and one in
September.

Obscure Wainscot Leucania obsoletea A total of 11 through June.

Sand Dart Agrotis ripae A single on 28 June followed by another on 8 July.

Lunar Yellow Underwing N. orbona Singles on 10 July and 16, 22 September.

Kent Black Arches M. albula One on 8 July with a further three on 11 July.

PLUMED FANFOOT Calybites phasianipennella (C.Atkins)

The night of 25 July produced two Southern Migrant Hawker Aeshna affinis. One in a 125v mv and the
other in a 15w actinic, with the first of the year, a male having been seen on 21 July and the maximum
count of eight seen on 23 July.

SECOND BRITISH RECORD OF SCARCE DARK CLOTHES MOTH CLIVE RICHES

| potted a micromoth which | thought might be Nemapogon falstriella during a moth evening at Hockley
Wood, Thorrington in North Essex at TM08832135 on 8th August 2019. After posting a photo on the
Facebook UK Micro Moth ID group page there was provisional confirmation from Douglas Boyes, Martin
Honey and Ben Sale, but genitalia confirmation was required - the species resembles Psychoides filicivora
from which separated only by dissection of the genitalia
(https://Iwww.hantsmoths.org.uk/species/0221a.php). The specimen was sent to Graeme Smith who very
kindly provided confirmation and permission to publish his genitalia photograph here.

Graeme J. Smith

CR7162
% mothsurvey.org

Caught using 125W mv
light over sheet in
Hockley Wood, Frating,
Essex, TM088213.
8viii19 [00:15Hrs].
Clive Riches spiked -oeeeeeenes ;

Perhaps only the second record for the U.K. after the
first was recorded in Ipswich, 12 years ago to the day!

Composite record shot of male Nemapogon
falstriella with genitalia. Photographs © Graeme
Smith

12.0221
(0221a)
Nemapogon
falstriella

(Bang-Haas, 1881)

shape




This is the second confirmed UK record for Nemapogon falstriella, which is included as an adventive
species in Agassiz et al. (2013), a suspected rare immigrant, or perhaps accidentally imported, from
mainland Europe. The first individual found in this country was taken on 8 August 2007 in a poly-tunnel at
Ipswich Golf Course, Purdis Heath (Sherman & Clifton 2009).

Male Nemapogon falstriella from Hockley Wood. Photograph © Clive Riches

This article was first published in the Essex Naturalist No 36 (New Series) 2018/2019.

WEST MERSEA BACK-GARDEN DOUGAL URQUHART

Moth trapping took place in the Firs Chase back garden on fifty nights during 2019 between 22 March and
24" November. No trapping occurred whilst away on holiday during three weeks in June and three weeks in
September. The majority of evening sessions concluded around lam, to allow neighbours some sleep!

SCRLET TIGER SMALL ELEPHANT HAWKMOTH SMALL RANUNCULUS

The first productive spring night was on 25" May when forty species of macro were recorded including
Coronet, Pale Tussock, Lime Hawkmoth and Cream-bordered Green Pea, also Coleophora
amethystinella. The most striking moth of the year was a Scarlet Tiger on 30" June - first record for
Mersea Island, also that night Festoon, five Elephant Hawkmoths and Evergestis limbata.

Onthe 8" July the firstC1 a n ¢ y 6 sforfha Island, as well as Small Elephant Hawkmoth, Fen
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Wainscot and a Boxworm Moth. More interest the following night with Small Ranunculus, Cypress
Carpet, Orange Moth, Pine Hawkmoth, Festoon and two Tree-lichen Beauties. A Leopard, two Orange
Moths, Small Elephant Hawkmoth, Fen Wainscot, Scarce Silver Lines and an Evergestis limbata were
found on the 11" July. Thirty Least Carpets caught the eye on 16" becoming more common these days,
another Pine Hawkmoth, four Box moths, Dasycera oliviella and Evergestis limbata.

,‘... ;

Dasycera oIi\)ieIIa - Evergestis limbata ; MERVEILLE DU JOUR

L

Two Pine Hawkmoths were on the 23 along with a Fen Wainscot and Black Arches, while 170+
Diamond-backed Moths was a notable arrival on the 1% August. The first Gypsy Moth for the garden was
noted on 2" August, also seen were Black Arches, Vapourer, 2 Coronets and a Saltmarsh Plume.
Tree-lichen Beauties peaked at 23 on the 4" August with Gypsy Moth being noted again. An Old Lady,
We bbds WaCreameordered Green Pea and Marbled Beauty were on the 24" August. A high
garden count of 250+ Latticed Heaths were noted on the 27" August, also Marbled Beauty, Small
Ranunculus,We b b 6 s Wa Fen Wainst¢ot along with Palpita vitrealis.

VESTAL i (Pics DU)

The seventh garden record of Evergestis limbata for the season was on the 2" September. Autumn

highlights were more C1 ancy 6 s wihsiagies an 4", 8" and 20" October but three on 5" October i a
sign maybe therebs a | ocal breeding popul at Detcatenear
was seen on 4" and 5" October, followed by a Vestal on 15" and then a Merveille du Jour on the 20"

October. The season concluded with a December Moth and a Diamond-backed Moth on the 24"

November.

10



MERSEA ISLAND NOTES DOUGAL URQUHART

Having retired as ranger for Cudmore Grove
Country Park in early 2019, | returned on 21%
August for a mothing evening with my successor
Richard Sharp. On a clear and still evening 40
species of macro were logged from three traps
set up in the overflow car park area. The highlight
was a single Large Thorn resting on the outside
of a trap (Pictured right), also Dark Swordgrass,
Pine Hawkmoth and a count of 300+ Latticed
Heaths.

Several Toadflax Brocade caterpillars were
feeding on purple toadflax in the West Mersea
Feldy View Cemetery on 28" June. Pictured left

A Convolvulus Hawkmoth was photographed by
local fisherman Daniel French in his West Mersea
garden on 22" August

In East Mersea a Sloe Carpet was seen in the
East Mersea garden of Marion Potifar on 26"
March.

Pics D.U.

TIPTREE HEATH

Over a dozen folk including Moth Group members and Friends of Tiptree Heath met on Wednesday 24"
July for the annual moth evening on Tiptree Heath. Weather conditions were very favourable for a change
with a warm and still evening producing 122 species of moth. A couple of traps were brought along by
Andrew Raybould and a couple were mine. Notable and ERDB species noted were Festoon, Dasycera
oliviella, Acleris cristana, Calamotropha paludella, Pempelia genistella, Beautiful Hook-tip and Waved
Black. Other interesting ones were Leopard, Oak Eggar, Small Rivulet, Pine Hawkmoth, Rosy
Footman, three TrueL o v e r 6 s which @amesin near midnight, Coronet, Mouse Moth, Old Lady,
Scarce Silver Lines and Olive. As always, the Moth Group is grateful to Joan Pinch for arranging access
onto the Heath.

(DU). Acleris cristana (ARRUE
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MIDDLEWICK RANGES ROB SMITH

The Middlewick Ranges in Colchester is a large site of acid grassland, sandy and gorse scrub and lines of

mature hedgerows and trees, including abundant EIm. Its uncertain future led me to carry out a few
trapping sessions in 2019, from |l ate June to Septem
Buttsb was producti ve f oPempélizgeristlla, Synaghd punctalis,deleibgsis diffinis

and Batia lambdella. Also trapped here was a Rosy Footman (Miltochrista miniata) and a single Toadflax
Brocade (Calophasia lunula), which complimented the caterpillars found on the abundant foodplant.

Forays with torchlight revealed two Fox Moth caterpillars (Macrothylacia rubi). A male Epichnopterix

plumella was found during the day, along with a Cream-spot Tiger (Arctia villica).

; ‘%\‘-é‘ v S v j s Lunar Yellow. unden;vlng Noctua orbona 2°
GRASS EMERALD LUNAR YELLOW UNDERWING (R.Smith)
Trappingdéd with an impromptu UV | amp on a drum in an

also a Grass Emerald (Pseudoterpna pruinata); a gorse-feeder that appears to be decreasing in the
county. Late August and September trapping in grassland recorded a single Feathered Gothic (Tholera
decimalis), and small numbers of Autumnal Rustic (Eugnorisma glareosa) and Lunar Yellow Underwing
(Noctua orbona). Thanks to Simon Wood for identifying the latter species. Autumn forays with torchlight
revealed a particularly productive patch of Broom alongside the Mersea Road with up to 14 Streak moths
(Chesias legatella) seen on 23 November. The last sighting being a single on 22" December.
Surprisingly, this moth could not be located by torchlight anywhere elsewhere on the site.

Pempelia genistella STREAK (R.Smith)

My feeling is that this could be a much more productive site using larger traps. There is an obvious need to
avoid night-time firing times and these are published just prior to the start of each month. Simply search for
O0East of Engl a tedse domtactiRnbgSmithiatméergvéne@btirPernet.com for parking and more
information.
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MOTH SURVEY, FINGRINGHOE RANGES (MOD), APRIL TO AUGUST 2019. GRAHAM EKINS

This series of surveys continued the work carried out during the very successful 2018 Bioblitz organised by
Sven Wair of the Colchester Natural History Society in association with lain Perkins, the MoD Ecologist. As
far as | am aware there have been no other surveys since those by Brian Goodey 20 years ago.

Access was possible once a month on the day when dredging for Oysters was scheduled by local
fishermen. 4 surveys were carried out between April and August with strong winds in September and early
October causing those surveys to be cancelled. | am very grateful to the following who helped with the
surveys, Dougal Urquhart, Andrew Raybould, Steve Rolls and Alec Undrill.

259 species and 4 Aggs were logged, of those fully identified 131 were Macros and 128 Micros. 12 species
were confirmed by Genital Dissection. Of those trapped one was classed as Nationally Scarce A, 12 as
Nationally Scarce B and 48 as Local. 19 are on the ERDB. Several species have not been recorded for a
number of years: 2011-2, 2012-1, 2014-1, 2015-1, 2017-5 while Mere Wainscot was last recorded in 2006.
The saltmarsh Gelechiid, Scrobipalpa samadensis was last recorded by Emmet at Fingringhoe EWT in
1973. Other interesting coastal species included Crescent-striped, Saltern Ear, Garden and Cream-spot
Tigers, Rosy Wave, Fox and Emperor Moths, Sharp-angled Peacock, and Crescent. It is clear that
Fingringhoe Ranges (MoD) has a number of important resident species that are either absent or scarce
elsewhere in the County. It is likely that other significant species await to be discovered, especially on the
saltmarsh and extensive Phragmites beds further to the east. The site would also benefit from surveying in
September, October and November.

The sites chosen were saltmarsh, unimproved grassland and areas of Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) and
Hawthorn (Crataegus:sp) scrub. The grassland being grazed by cattle or sheep. Traps used on the
saltmarsh were battery powered 20 watt actinic and 2X2 watt LEDs. At the other sites 125 and 250 Watt
MVs as well as Actinics powered by generators. Surveys started at dusk and continued until 01.00.
Records of notable species for Essex are listed below, those highlighted were trapped on
saltmarsh:

35.040 Bryotropha terrella, GD, ERDB 177/6 & 17/7/2019

35.046 Bryotropha senectella GD, Nationally Local 17/7/2019

35.079 Eulamprotes wilkella, ERDB, Nationally Scarce B 17/07/2019

35.081 Eulamprotes atrella, Nationally Local, 17/07/2019

35.114 Scrobipalpa instabilella, GD, Nationally Scarce B, 17/07/2019; last Essex record 2015

35.115 Scrobipalpa nitentella, GD, Nationally Scarce B, 17/07/2019

35.116 Scrobipalpa obsoletella GD, Nationally Scarce B, 17/07/2019; Last Essex record 2011

35.118 Scrobipalpa ocellata, Beet Moth; GD, Nationally Scarce B, 17/07/2019;last Essex record 2015
35.119 Scrobipalpa samadensis, GD, Nationally Scarce B, 17/07/2019; Last Essex record 1973.

35.137 Recurvaria leucatella, ERDB, Nationally Local, 17/07/2019.

37.047 Coleophora amethystinella, ERDB, pRDB2, 20/05 & 17/06/2019.

37.104 Coleophora adspersella, Nationally Scarce B, 17/07/2019.

38.005 Elachista triatomea, Nationally Local, 17/06/2019; Last Essex record 2010.

45.009 Gillmeria ochradactyla, Tansy Plume; ERDB, Nat Scarce B, 17/06/2019.

49.103 Phalonidia affinitana,GD, Nationally Local, 17/6 & 17/7/2019; Last Essex record 2015

49.121 Aethes tesserana, Nationally Local, 17/07/2019.

49.123 Aethes beatricella, Nationally Local, 17/06/2019.

49.132 Cochylidia implicitana, Nationally Local, 15/08/2019.

49.180 Piniphila bifasciana, Nationally Local, 17/07/2019.

49.194 Bactra lancealana, GD, 17/6 & 17/7/2019.

49.197 Bactra robustana, GD, 17/6 & 17/7/2019; ERDB, Nationally Scarce B.

49.219 Thiodia citrana, Nationally Scarce B, 17/06 & 17/07/2019. Last Essex Record 2017.

49.237 Epinotia signatana, Nationally Local. 17/077/2019.

49.272. Eucosma tripoliana, Nationally Local, 17/07/2019.

49.357 Grapholita funebrana, Nationally Local, 17/07/2019.

53.001 Apoda limacoles, Festoon , ERDB, 17/07/2019.

62.002 Aphomia zelleri, ERDB, Nationally Scarce A, 17/07/2019.
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62.053 Ancylosis oblitella, Nationally Scarce B, 15/08/20109.

62.070 Synaphe punctalis, Nationally Local, 17/06 & 17/07/2019.

63.022 Anania crocealis, Nationally Local, 17/06/2019.

63.075 Eudonia pallida, ERDB, Nationally Local, 17/07/2019.

63.077 Chilo phragmitella, Nationally Local, 17/07/2019.

63.079 Calamatropha paludella, ERDB, Nationally Local, 17/07/2019.

63.092 Agriphila selasella, Nationally Local, 15/08/2019.

63.120 Schoenobius gigantella, ERDB, Nationally Local, 17/07/2019.

63.121 Donacaula forficella, Nationally Local, 17/07/2019.

66.088 Macrolythacia rubi, Fox Moth, 20/05 & 17/06/2019.

68.001 Saturnia pavonia, Emperor Moth, 17/04/2019.

70.015 Idaea emarginata, Small Scallop, Nationally Local, 17/07/2019.

70.028 Scopula emutaria, Rosy Wave, ERDB, 23/05 & 17/06/2019.

70.212 Macaria alternata, Sharp-angled Peacock, Nationally Local, 20/05, 17/06 & 17/07/2019.
72.011 Lymantria dispar, Gypsy Moth, 15/08/2019.

72.026 Arctia caja, Garden Tiger, ERDB, 17/07/2019.

72.027 Arctia villica, Cream-spot Tiger, Nationally Local, 17/06/2019.

72.037 Thumatha senex, Round-winged Muslin, 17/07/2019.

72.069 Laspeyria fexula, Beautiful Hook-tip, ERDB, Nationally Local, 17/06 & 17/07/2019.
73.119 Helotropha leucostigma, Crescent, Nationally Local, 15/08/2019.

73.126 Amphipoaea fucosa, Saltern Ear, GD, ERDB, Nationally Local, 15/08/2019.
73.128 Amphipoaea oculea, Ear, 15/08/2019.

73.137 Arenostoia phragmitidis, Fen Wainscot, Nationally Local, 17/07/2019.
73.145 Photedes fluxa, Mere Wainscot, ERDB, 17/07/2019, Last recorded 2006.
73.161 Apamea oblonga, Crescent Striped, ERDB, 17/07/2019.

73.263 Lacanobia w-latinum, Light Brocade, Nationally Local, 20/05 & 17/06/2019.
73.300 Mythimna I-album, L-Album Wainscot, ERDB, 17/07/2019.

73.302 Leucania obsoleta, Obscure Wainscot, Nationally Local, 17/07/2019.

© Graham Ekins Photography

FOX MOTH o EMPEROR MOTH GARDEN TIGER (G.E)
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© Graham 'E&im(l’ﬁotagrg% 7 ;i j
CRESCENT STRIPED |  SALTERN EAR MERE WAINSCOT

© Grafiam E£ins Photograpity

ROSY WAVE FESTOON Thiodia citrana

@ Graiame fins Photograply

Phalonidia affinitana Elachista triatomea Scrobipalpa ocellata, Beet Moth
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Scrobipalpa instabilella Scrobipalpa nitentella Coleophora adspersella (G.Ek'imns)
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MOTH SURVEY,RI FFHAMG6 S D AMCBBUZR"YJULY 2019 GRAHAM EKINS

Mark Hansen and | carried out a moth and saproxylic Beetle survey at the above location on the 24" July
2019. Research indicates that this estate has never been surveyed for moths or other invertebrates. The
area Is a very speci al ®inus sylvasttish, Homédodam (Carpirbicbettlds)s Pi ne s
Coppice and a number of veteran Pedunculate Oak trees (Quercus robur). It also has unimproved
grassland regularly grazed by sheep with several scarce grasses present. An area of Gorse (Ulex
europaeus) on a hillock amongst the grassland also provides additional habitat diversity. In the valley
between the sheep fields are 2 lakes surrounded by Salix, Sedges, Bulrush (Typha latifolia) and a variety of
other marshland plant species.

One 250 watt Mercury vapour trap was set up in the organic walled kitchen garden by the greenhouse,
(TL772062), a battery powered 20 watt actinic by the Lower or West Lake (TL771060) and a 125 watt MV
below the Pines at the edge of Hall Wood (TL771061) and a 250 watt MV by the wood store at the edge of
Hall Wood (TL770061). Trapping was carried out from 21.30 until 01.30 using mains and a portable
generator. A total of 221 moth species were identified plus 5 aggs. 17 species were classified as Essex
Red Data, this is an unusually high proportion of the total catch and indicates the importance of this location
for Lepidoptera within Essex. Nationally, 3 were classed as Nationally Scarce A, 6 Nationally Scarce B and
41 classed as Local.

In Essex over the last 100 years large areas of unimproved grassland have been lost. Furthermore most
grazing is now on grassland that is enriched reducing dramatically the botanical diversity. Areas of mature
pines are scarce while the Hornbeam coppice and ancient oaks provide specialised habitat diversity. Thus
the habitats surveyed are very special ones with several species now primarily restricted to coastal
grassland and wetland or ancient woodland. | have listed below species that are habitat specific and were
identified during the survey. Further visits are planned during 2020.

Ancient woodland Field Maple

28.020 Dasycera oliviella (Essex RDB, Nat. Scarce A) 35.019 Anarsia innoxiella (Nat Scarce A)
72.041 Four-spotted Footman (1 of 6 sites in VC18) 17.012 Ypsolopha sequella

49.005 Epagoge grotiana 49.375 Pammene regiana (1 of 6 sites in VC18)
74.007 Scarce Silver-lines 70.148 Maple Pug (Essex RDB)

72.035 Rosy footman
63.102 Catoptria falsella (Essex RDB)
28.008 Metalampra italica (1 of 3 sites in VC18, very recent UK colonist)
Gorse & Heathland
62.002 Pempelia genistella (Nat Scarce B)
35.028 Brachmia blandella
Bracken & Ferns
63.1181 Nusotima nitidalis (Rare from New Zealand arrived with Ferns; 1 of 3 sites in VC18)
Pines
62.061 Vitula biviella (Nat Scarcer A)
49.180 Piniphila bifasciana (1 of 6 sites in VC18)
49.306 Rhyacionoa pinicolana (1 of 4 sites in VC18)
69.007 Pine Hawk-moth (6 trapped bel ow mature Scotds Pines)
49.304 Clavigesta purdeyi (1 of 4 post 1990 sites in VC18)
Unimproved dry grassland
62.058 Phycitodes binaevella
49.318 Dichrorapmpa vancouverana
63.109 Pediasia contaminella (Essex RDB)
63.112 Platytes alpinella Essex RDB, Nat Scarce B)
62.070 Synaphe punctalis (Nationally Local)
35.031 Helcystogramma rufescens
62.021 Oncocera semirubella (Essex RDB, Nat Scarce B)
Wetland areas - 49.148 Apotomis lineana (1 other site in VC18, Essex RDB, Nat Scarce B)
773.141 Brown-veined Wainscot (Scarce Essex & Nationally)
72.052 Dotted Fan-foot (Essex RDB)
16



63.079 Calamatropha paludella (Essex RDB)
63.120 Schoenobius gigantella (Essex RDB)
73.100 Silky Wainscot (Essex RDB)

73.137 Fen Wainscot

72.037 Round-winged Muslin

© Gralam Lkins Photography

Metalampra italica Dasycera oliviella

Nusotima nitidalis

€ Gricham Tkjns Photography

Platytes alpinella (G.EKins)
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© Graham Ekins Photography

FOUR-SPOTTED FOOTMAN Brachmia blandella

© Graham Ekins

MAPLE PUG BROWN-VEINED WAINSCOT

ONCOCERA SEMIRUBELLA
© Grafam Ekiins Photograply © Graham Ekins Photography

Recurvaria leucatella Oncocera semirubella (G.Ekins)
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BOREHAM GARDEN RECORDING SITE 2019 Moth records GRAHAM EKINS
35, Church Road, Boreham CM33BN

Due to being away for extended periods and moth surveying elsewhere in the County the number of nights
trapped at 65 was reduced at Boreham cf to recent years. However, the settled weather in June and July
resulted in some excellent catches and this helped to boost the numbers to 429 species for the year. Of
these 44 were NFS (New for Site) of which 37 were Micros, a significant number of these being confirmed
by GD(Genital Dissection). By the end of the year the Boreham species list had reached 833, all these
being identified as adults. A Micro trapped under one of our apple trees on the 27" June proved by GD to
be New for Essex, Grapholita lobarzewskii, a Nationally Scarce A species.

The following table summarises the trapping in 2019.

Month Feb | March | April | May | June | July | August | Sept | Oct Nov | Dec | Total
Nights 8 9 0 0 12 12 3 3 9 5 4 65

trapped

NFY 25 |22 0 0 205 122 24 7 15 6 3 429
Species

New 1 3 2 1 1 8

species

Macro

New 1 17 15 8 41

species

Micro

The early part of the year was quiet for migrants but things improved from July with Small Marbled on the
6" July accompanied by a Dark Sword Grass. 2019 proved to be the best year on record for the latter with
a total of 6 by the end of October. The pretty Micro Cydia amplana, although still considered a migrant
nationally must surely be established locally with 9 logged this summer, numbers have steadily increased
since the first record in 2014. Udea ferrugalis and Nomophila noctuella were unusually scarce with just 2
eachin October.2C| ancy 6 s ofithesst Octolser may well be of local origin although the conditions
were ideal for migration.
Coastal species continued to appear here in Boreham with Saltmarsh Plume on the 5" August, our 9"
record, the first Coleophora salicorniae on the 5" August and the very attractive Coleophora limoniella on
the 11" July. The food plants being respectively Salicornia and Sea-lavender (Limonium vulgare).
Recent changes
After the first records of Jersey Tiger in 2018, 3 more were recorded in July and August suggesting they
are now established locally. Toadflax Brocade and Tree-lichen Beauty both reached double figures. The
beautiful Metalampra italica first recorded in 2018 was followed by 5 more in 2019. The same for Anarsia
innoxiella which also must be established locally with 15 logged this summer with a peak of 5 on the 6"
July. Box Tree Moths continue to increase dramatically with 100 logged after the first records as recently
as 2017. Lastly Cyprus Carpet, a new species in 2015 and now trapped regularly between June and
November.
New species recorded in 2019
Microlepidoptera (GD=identification confirmed by Genital Dissection)
04.078 Ectoedemia septembrella 26/06/2019 GD; Last Essex record 2012.
04.090 Ectoedemia subbimaculella 2/06/2019
10.001 Tischeria ekebladella 2/06/2019
14.007 Bucculatrix albedinella 2/08/2019 GD Nationally classed as Local.
16.010 Zelleria hepariella 5/08/2019 GD
17.011 Ypsolopha ustella 10/07/2019 GD Nationally classed as Local.
20.002 Argyresthia glabratella 24/07/2019 GD 1 other Essex record in 2013; Nat Scarce B.
32.019 Agonopterix ciliella 26/3/2019; Last Essex record in 2012.
35.085 Athrips mouffetella 23/07/2019
35.094 Aroga velocella 28/06/2019; Nationally classed as Local.
35.096 Chionodes fumatella 4/5/08/2019 GD; Last Essex record 2016; Essex RDB
36.001 Batrachedra praeangusta 30/06/2019
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37.003 Coleophora limoniella 11/07/2019 ; Last Essex record 2017; Nat Scarce B
37.007 Coleophora flavipennella 5/07/2019 GD

37.008 Coleophora adjectella 11/07/2019 GD; 1% Record for VC19; Nationally pRDB?2.
37.011 Coleophora badiipennella 24/07/2019 GD; Nationally classed as Local.
37.017 Coleophora prunifoliae 5/07/2019 GD; Essex RDB; Nat Scarce B.

37.049 Coleophora anatipennella 5/07/2019 GD; Nationally classed as Local.

37.066 Coleophora laricella 22/06/2019 GD; Last Essex record 2015.

37.069 Coleophora caespititiella 29/06/2019 GD

37.070 Coleophora tamesis 5/08/2019 GD, 3™ post 1990 record and 1%t since 2005.
37.108 Coleophora salicorniae 5/08/2019 GD; Nationally Scarce B

38.045 Elachista utonella 30/06/2019 GD; 2" Essex record, last 2005; Nat Scarce B.
40.011 Mompha langiella 24/07/2019 GD; Essex RDB, 2 other sites.

45.023 Crescent Plume Marasmarcha lunaedactyla ; 6/07/2019; Nationally Scarce.
49.021 Ptycholomoides aeriferanus 6/07/2019

49.022 Ptycholoma lecheana 2/06/2019

49.051 Cnephasia asseclana, Flax Tortrix 26/06/2019 GD

49.150 Apotomis betuletana 4/08/2019

49.295 Notocela /Epiblema roborana 23/06/2019

49.297 Notocelia / Epiblema rosaecolana 25/06/2019

49.303 Clavigesta sylvestrana 24/07/2019 GD; 2" Essex record, last in 2002.
49.318 Dichrorampha vancouverana 2/08/2019; Nationally classed as Local.

49.356 Grapholita lobarzewskii 27/06/2019 GD New For Essex; Nationally Scarce A.
62.025 Dioryctria sylvestrella 25/06/2019; nationally Scarce B.

62.070 Synaphe punctalis 11/07/2019 ; Nationally classed as Local.
63.059 Evergestis limbata 29/06/2019; Nationally Scarce B.
Macrolepidoptera

70.111 Small White Wave 22/06/2019

70.146 Ha wo r t h 62¢/06R2018; Essex RDB

70.246 Small Brindled Beauty 22/2/19; Nationally classed as Local.
72.063 Blackneck 24/06/2019; Nationally classed as Local.
73.093CI| ancy 6 s6/1R/A0&S; Pranarily a scarce migrant.
73.119 Crescent 4/08/2019; Nationally classed as Local.

73.149 Brown-veined Wainscot 26/07/2019; Nationally classed as Local.

© Grafiam LEins Photographiy

Coleophoralimoniella Coleophora salicorniae CRESCENT PLUME

Grapholita lobarzewskii - New for Essex
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© Grafam ERins Photography

SMALL MARBLED WAINSCOT CRESCENT

& Grakham ‘Ekins Photagrapiiy 7 Grafam Tiins Phoragnaphy

Cydia amplana Clavigesta sylvestrana Mompha langiella

€ Graham ERins Photography

Elachista utonella

© Graham Ekins Photography

© Grahiam Ekins Photograpliy

Coleophora adjectella(rarely photographed) SMALL BRINDLED BEAUTY  Dichrorampha vancouverana
(G.Ekins)
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NOVICE MOTH MAN - PART TWO ALEC UNDRILL

Well 2019 has passed by, and what a year it was! It has been a thrilling and exciting 12 months and | find it
unbelievable, the moths that turned up in my small back garden.

2165 Small Ranunculus

BACK GARDEN, EIGHT ASH GREEN ‘ SMALL RANUNCULUS

Let me set the scene by giving you the size and the surrounding area and habitat. | live in a semi-detached
house in North Essex nvC190o90, on the edge of Col ches
this area is a standard garage, 1400ltr oil tank and a 6 x 4 shed (Lepidoptera House). At the bottom of the
garden is a small stream, which generally runs all year. Adjacent to this stream are some very large
gardens in the region of 300ft long, with large properties at the top. All these large gardens have dividing
hedges and various trees, many very large and ancient. The gardens are very diverse, some down to
grass, others half with vegetable plots and the remainder running fairly wild. The trees range from
hawthorns, oak, ash, lime, plane and various fir trees, fruit trees and many different shrubs. Beyond these
gardens and properties are allotments, football and cricket fields and wild heathland, with stands of trees,
many of which are oaks. So plenty of scope for a wide range of moths plus we are not far from the coast,
possibly 8 to 10 miles as the crow flies.

Over the year | set my 40w trap 206 times and recorded 7302 moths, with over half, as you would expect,
turning up in June, July and August.

i il

e

BEAUTIFUL HOOK-TIP CYPRESS CARPET
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In the early months of the year | trapped the usual, expected species. On 19" March | recorded my first
Essex red data species for the year, 2260 Dotted Chestnut. The next ERD was a 1959 Sloe Carpet on 8"
April. Then on 22" April | had a 0409a Argyresthia trifasciata, with the following night a 2480 Buttoned
Snout. On 13" June 0650 Dasycera oliviella turned up. 2 nights later 0871a Oegoconia caradjai was
recorded. 1474 Ephestia unicolorella was trapped on 22" June, 0844 Syncopacma larseniella was caught
on 25" June. 28" June yielded a 2473 Beautiful Hook-tip. Whilst on 29" June 2 uncommon moths turned
up, 1356a Evergestic limbata and 0173 Apoda limacodes. 17" July 0877 Stathmopoda pedella was
recorded and on 30™ July 2165 Small Ranunculus was caught. 1316 Catoptria falsella called in 3"
September and on 2" October 2202 L-album Wainscot paid a visit.

1356a Evergestis limbata
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Catoptrié falsella hEvergestis limbata FESTOON L-ALBUM WAINSCOT

All the above mentioned are either ERD or nationally scarce, which indicates how pleased | was with what
turned up. As | was on 6™ August with a 0642a Metalampra italicia and 24" September a 1855 Cypress
Pug.

My garden life list now stands at 527, which has astounded me and as there are still several more common
moths not yet seen hopefully the list will grow. One moth, the Cypress Carpet 1771a, | am pleased to
report was trapped 23 times, which obviously indicates | have a very healthy colony in my area. In 2018 it
was trapped 8 times.

d'"\ d

; L, 0844 Syncopacma larseniella
0871a Oegoconia caradjai |
i 0877 Stathmopoda pedella

(A.Undrill)

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those moth people who keep a watch on Facebook and
whose help | have found invaluable and who have validated many of my records, and to those who run
trappings in areas in Essex, a real insight to their inspiration and dedication.

| look forward to 2020 with bated breath!
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MOTHS AT SIBLE HEDINGHAM ALAN SIBLEY

2019 arrived with an impressive start, Essex records for January and February 105 moths of 20 species my
best returns over the last 10 years. Was this to be a fore taste for the following months? | was to be very
ably assisted by Alec Undrill over that period with 6 lifers, so yes it went to be my best year, albeit
November and December were down on both counts by 50% compared to 2018.

BEAUTIFUL GOLDEN Y GYPSY MOTH 'RED UNDERWING

Highlights for me over the year included the following:- An Angle Shades on 11th January some 11 weeks
earlier than any previous record here. Cream-bordered Green Pea 2418, Orange Sallow 2271, Gothic
2136. Gypsy Moth2034 and Cydia strobilella 1254 as per Rolls S. Blotched Emerald 1667, Blackneck
2466, Lunar Marbled Brown 2015, Nephopterix angustella 1465 as per Cooper L. Mompha lacteella 0887
as per Sale B. Schoenobius gigantella 1328 and Chrysoclista lineella 0903 as per Williams P. Dotted
Chestnut 2258, Pink-barred Sallow 2273. Toadflax Brocade 2223 as per Urquhart D.

TOADFLAX BROCADE VESTAL (A.Sibley)

My thanks to all those gentlemen mentioned above for their invaluable assistance, what with the new Atlas
book and the County Moth Groups on the internet, the quality and availability of information has never been
better as we go forward
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MOTH TRAPPING IN NORTH-WEST ESSEX FIONA HUTCHINGS
10 Munson Mill Close, Wimbish. Mobile: 07581 178 707.
This year | was able to get out 3 mobile traps:

1. A Skinner running a 15W urban actinic bulb running off a small generator.

2. A home-made Robinson with a 12W Blacklight running off a car battery.

3. A second home-made Robinson with a halogen car bulb running off a car battery.
They were used at home in W mbish, at my mumds hous
Barracks airfield, Saffron Walden Museum, Bridge End Gardens and on Chalky Meadow, Thaxted. A
meeting was arranged to set up in Wimbish Church, but the weather prevented it from going ahead.

| trapped on approximately 5 nights at Carver Barracks airfield. One balmy night | set up one trap in the
environmental area there. There were so many moths | had to close the trap down- it was simply too much
for one person to handle. If anyone wishes to join me this summer, please do get in touch!

The Museum and Bridge End Gardens were not as successful as hoped for with my traps, although we had
a loan of a Robinson one our first night of trapping in May which yielded good numbers of common moths.
After consideration, | have now purchased a mercury vapour bulb to try at these sites this year.

The session in August on Chalky Meadow, Thaxted was arranged with Wild Thaxted (a group set up to
save Chalky Meadow) and yielded an unusual surprise -two wasp spiders had set up their webs each
within a metre of two of the traps! But there were only the usual suspects in the traps.

At home we caught our first Jersey Tigerst hi s year, a first for this gard
years. We caught a Netted Pug at home on 1% June. It came to the Skinner box whilst in my back garden.
And we had a Kent Black Arches at the beginning of July (confirmed G. Ekins).

JERSEY TIGER KENT BLACK ARCHES PRIVET HAWKMOTH

What | loved most about trapping at home was that my moth trapping buddy was never far away. | have n 6 t
put the trap out at home since he died, my last record show that 26" July 2019 was the last night we
trapped together.

NETTED PUG MOTHING BUDDY (F.Hutchings)
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HAZELEIGH WOOD 2019 SIMON WOOD

2019 was the second full year of trapping in Hazeleigh Woods, an oak/hazel woodland on the edge of

Mal don. A total of 527 moth species plus a further
24 species of butterfly. In all 32,414 individuals were logged.

Trapping took place from late February through to late November with the traps usually out 1-2 times per

week from May-September.

Below, Essex Red Data species are marked with an Asterix *.

Toa T8
o

- S POy WLl ; E\ “" ' :
SMALL BLACK ARCHES DARK CRIMSON UNDERWING (S.Wood)

The sitedsSmalBadiArmhes*tMgganola strigula, had a good year, appearing on 11 nights and
totalling 105 individuals. Turning to the other resident macro species and considering those that are listed
as vulnerable (VU), near threatened (NT) and endangered (EN) in the latest UK Red List (2019), total (first
number in brackets) and nights (second number) recorded were: Oak Hook-tip VU (30/4); Frosted Green
NT (70/10); Oak Lutestring EN (257/9); Pale Eggar VU (15/6); Lackey VU (173/13); Maple Pug* EN
(7/3); Latticed Heath NT, (3,362/20); Dusky Thorn NT (2/2); Pale Brindled Beauty VU (35/2); Mottled
Umber VU (30/3); Dark Crimson Underwing* NT (2/2); Sprawler VU (71/3); Sallow NT (2/2); Beaded
Chestnut NT (7/3); Autumnal Rustic (1/1). Included in the above is Dark Crimson Underwing; with three
records since September 2018, the species is now almost certainly a resident of the wood. The record of
3,362 Latticed Heath included a quite incredible 2,280 on 26™ August.

A provisional Red Data List of micro species was published in 2012 (Davis, T.). The following species,
recorded in Hazeleigh in 2019, are all on this provisional list. Six Lyonetia prunifoliella were trapped; this
species was considered extinct in the UK until very recently but appears to be recolonising. Six Coleophora
amethystinella were also trapped whilst a single Proutia betulina was found on a tree trunk on 26" April.

Scarce species that turned up in good numbers were (total/nights in brackets): Dasycera oliviella (29/12);
Pseudotelphusa scalella (22/7); Choristoneura diversana (38/6); Festoon* (38/7); Elegia similella (25/7).
Other scarce species that occurred during 2019 were Parectopa ononidis, Agnoea flavifrontella,
Telechrysis tripuncta, Pexicopia malvella, Monochroa palustrellus, Eulamprotes wilkella, Caryocolum
blandella, Dystebenna stephensi, Mompha divisella, Pammene splendidulana, Pammene giganteana,
Oncocera semirubella, Ancylosis oblitella, Eudonia delunella, Pediasia contaminella, Yarrow Pug*
Eupithecia millefoliata, Sloe Carpet* Aleucis distinctata, Waved Black* Parascotia fuliginaria, Beautiful
Hook-tip* Laspeyria flexula, We b b 6 s W& Glabsa sparganii, Dotted Chestnut* Conistra rubiginea,
L-album Wainscot* Mythimna |-album and Kent Black Arches* Meganola albula.

Both Yellow-legged* Synanthedon vespiformis and Red-belted Clearwing* Synanthedon myopaeformis
were attracted to pheromone lures on single dates with 1-2 individuals only.
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Larval case of Proutia betulina
covered with assorted fragments.
Found on a trunk of a tree in
Hazeleigh Wood on 26™ April.

(Pic - Simon Wood)

Migrants did not occur in great numbers, but they were higher than in 2018. There were only 13 Silver Y
Autographa gamma across the year, and Diamond-back Moths totalled 111. Rusty Dot Pearl Udea
ferrugalis and Rush Veneer Nomophila noctuella, numbered just two and three respectively.

Hummingbird Hawkmoths Macroglossum stellatarum, which were absent in 2018, occurred on three
occasions and two Small Mottled Willow Spodoptera exigua also made it into the Hazeleigh traps for the
first time. Whilst the status of the Oak Processionary Thaumetopoea processionea trapped on 6" August
is uncertain, it may be a migrant or a wanderer within the country, it is clear that the Gypsy Moth Lymantria
dispar is now firmly established in the wood; a total of 23 came to light this year. With a further four records
this year, it is clear that Catoptria venellus is also a resident of the wood.

The rarest migrants were real corkers! A single Vestal Rhodometra sacraria occurred on 16™ October,

whilst the most spectacular was the Clifden Nonpareil Catocala fraxini that Maureen found on the morning

of 5" September sitting on the footpath in front of her. The rarest migrant, however, was a single Acrobasis
tumidana, picked out from amongst the hundreds of Acrobasis repandana, on 25" July, just the third Essex

record according to the EFC website. Sandhill Rustic* Luperina nickerlii wandered from the coast on 4™
August(oneion exactly the same dat e !"Augustl(hacs. Andjinally, ardterr e c or
surprise was a Dotted Footman Pelosia muscerda which put in an appearance on 25" July. In the UK this

species is restricted to the Norfolk Broads, so this was almost certainly a migrant; a few others turned up in

Suffolk at the same time.

CLIFDEN NONPAREIL DOTTED FOOTMAN (S.Wood)
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As far as adventives, two new species occurred, singles of the now widespread Box-tree Moth Cydalima
perspectalis and the still rare Musotima nitidalis which occurred on DATE.

The top five most numerous species were (total/nights): Latticed Heath Chiasmia clathrata, 3,362/20;
Acrobasis repandana, 2,230/17; Chrysoteuchia culmella, 1,923/18; Tortricoides alternella, 1,391/4; Small
Quaker Orthosia cruda, 1,099/12.

The five species that appeared on the most nights were (nights/total): Large Yellow Underwing Noctua
pronuba and Setacious Hebrew Character Xestia c-nigrum, 28/602; Diamond-back Moth Plutella
xylostella, 26/111; Celypha lacunana, 24/100; Tischeria ekebladella 21/180 and Large Fruit-tree Tortrix
Archips podana, 21/149.

Musotima nitidalis Acrobasis tumidana (S.Wood)

The species list for the site now standsat618 mot hs (pl us a further 16 06aggr e
butterflies; not at all bad considering regular trapping did not begin until 2018.

And talking of butterflies, 22 species were recorded in the wood in 2019 including the first Purple Emperor
Apatura iris, Silver-washed Fritillary increased notably from just a single last year (first recent record) and
were noted egg-laying for the first time and White-letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album had a very good
year.

My thanks go to Maureen and John Bissell, the owners of the wood, for their hospitality.
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LAWNS FARM, BETWEEN BOREHAM AND GREAT LEIGHS ANDREW RAYBOULD

Twenty-eight sessions at home yielded a year total of 397 species (7500 moths) of which 31 were new to

the garden and paddocks. Of the new species for the site 5, were macros; Pebble Hook-tip, Gypsy Moth,
Jersey Tiger, Old Lady (in the bathroom) and Small Rufous. Included in the 31 new species was Rose

Plume (Cnaemidophorus rhododactyla) on 12" July, which is designated Na, and presumably a vagrant.

2019 saw 10 Nb species with Cream-bordered Green Pea trapped on four separate occasions, between

15t June and 4" August, for the 5" year out of the last 6. A single Kent Black Arches was recorded for the

5" year in a row (5" July) and two Jersey Tigers were recordedon4"August, reflecting i
south east England. Lunar Yellow Underwing was recorded twice in September (121/21%!), also for the 5%

year out of the last 6. A single L-Album Wainscot was recorded on September 215 for the third year in a

row, again reflecting the increase across oOErepgated. Th
with never more than 3 or 4 at a time in 2019.

SMALL SCALLOP Psyche casta WHITE SATIN Rhodophaea formésé (AR)
The garden list now stands at 660.

A further 8 sites in Essex were visited during 2019, a couple in nearby fields and woods during the day, and
a couple of trapping sessions at the Essex Wildlife Trust reserves of Phyllis Currie NR and Sandylay Wood
NR, which are close to home. Group sessions, which are always very enjoyable included Fingringhoe
Ranges (MOD), Tiptree Heath, Carver Barracks and Old Hall Marshes (RSPB Reserve) where 8 Sloe
Carpets were trapped in 3 hours.

Further afield | went with Graham Ekins (and others) to Andalusia Spainon Dave Grundyods ex
break (May), to Snowdonia for 4 days trapping and daytime foraging on a David Brown course (July) and a
day-course looking at moths trapped the night before at Wicken Fen (June)by Dave Grundy. All very

enjoyable and many moths not seen in Essex.
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CURRY FARM - BRADWELL ON SEA, STEPHEN DEWICK

2019 was another very good year for immigrant lepidoptera, but once again the weather brought extremes
of both drought and flood. Only 289 mm of rainfall had been recorded by the end of September and yet
remarkably a further 243 mm fell during the final three months.

The season got off to a great start with two Red Admiralsnect ari ng at EIl aeagnis bl
Day. The first Peacock appeared on the 14" of February followed by a Brimstone on the 15™, two

Commas on the 24™ and a Small Tortoiseshell the following day. An almost certain Painted Lady was

seen on the 26™; a day of unprecedented February warmth. Sadly, in stark contrast to 2018 there were

only three Large Tortoiseshell sightings. A reduction in the time available for observations may have

played a part but clearly there was also a very significant decline. Our earliesteverDe wi ¢ k 6 swaB | u s i
in the trap on the 315 of May and on the 2" of June our second ever Agrotera nemoralis came to the light.

The first of no less than seventy Catoptria verellus was seen on the 19" of June and on the 215 two very

earlyCl ancy 6s appeasetl.i c s

CLIFDEN NONPAREIL i 9th Aug. CLIFDEN NONPAREIL i 8th Sept. SHINING MARBLED

July highlights included Lunar Yellow Underwing on the 9™, our first Dotted Rustic since 1994 on the 23"
and a male Brussels Lace (a new species for Bradwell) on the 26™. Throughout August Painted Ladies
were abundant and interesting immigrants such as Vestal, Scarce Bordered Straw, Oak Processionary
and Gypsy Moth appeared. A superb Clifden Nonpareil was in the trap on the 9" of August and on the
18", Shining Marbled was added to the Bradwell list. It was good to see another Clifden Nonpareil in
the trap on the 8" of September but on the 22" 80 Hornets were not such a welcome sight! The night of
the 12" October saw our first ever record of the fern feeding pyralid Musotima nitidalis and there were
single Oak Rustics on the 15" and 22" of the month. A small, late, influx of immigrants was notable on
the 26" of November and these included the years only example of the Gem. Finally, although it may no
longer be unusual to see a few autumn species lingering well on into December, a Red-line Quaker as late
as the 28™ was certainly something | did not expect.

LATTICED HEATH PAINTED LADY (S.Dewick)
-aberration -pale aberration

Agrotera nemoralis
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SOUTH WOODHAM FERRERS AND NEARBY CHRIS RAWLINGS
MARSH FARM COUNTRY PARK -

CREAM-SPOT TIGER BROWN-TAIL larval tent, EMPEROR larva on bramble
seen 25" May seen 215 April Seen on 8" June

L

Dasycera oliviellai 19/5 KNOT GRASS larva T 1/7 DUSKY SALLOW i 28/7
Garden Remembrance S.W.F. Paper Mill Lock, Lt Baddow RHS Hyde Hall

GARDEN OBSERVATIONS IN ALBERT ROAD, SOUTH WOODHAM FERRERS

Bee Moth 25/5, Mint Moth 9/6, Cream Wave 23/6, Yellow Shell 24/6, Least Carpet 30/6, Heart and Dart
9/7, Toadflax Brocade adult 25/7, Toadflax Brocade larva 11/8, Box Moth 20/9.

Dichrorampha alpinna Epiblema cirsiana LARGE TABBYA (C.F\;awlings)
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POUND WOOD (TQ820887) MOTH TRAPPING, PRELIMINARY REPORT CHRIS LEWIS
In the early part of 2019 | obtained consent from the Essex Wildlife trust (David Harris i warden and Marc
Outen - area manager) to do some moth-trapping in the nature reserve at Pound Wood. (I also obtained
consent to trap in the adjacent Tile Wood i but did not do so during 2019)

Pound Wood is a 22 hectare area of ancient semi-natural woodland in the Daws Heath Conservation Zone.
The main tree species are Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus), Oak (Quercus spp), Sweet Chestnut (Castanea
sativa) and Wild Service (Sorbus torminalis) with an understory dominated by bramble (Rubus fruticosus),
bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scriptus) and wood anemone (Anemone nemorosa). Coppiced, open areas
and rides have allowed the spread of Rosebay Willowherb (Chamaenerion angustifolium), Yellow
Archangel (Lamiastrum galeobdolon), Angelica (Angelica sylvestris), Wood Spurge (Euphorbia
amygdaloides) and Cow-wheat (Melampyrum pretense). There is one (?2) permanent pond but the area is
largely dry, the watercourses only flowing after heavy rain.

In 2019 I did 7 nights of trapping, using similar locations on each occasion to set 2 135W mercury vapour
Robinson traps and 2 15W actinic Heath traps. (I also experimented with a Funnel trap with a circular 22W
synergetic bulb, but found that it retained very few moths). The main hazard to moth-trapping in Pound
Wood waslis the large population of hornets (Vespa crabro). During the summer most traps contained
some and on one occasion | counted 78 in one Robinson trap. Great care was needed in processing the
catch i 1 felt that | had got away lightly with only one sting in the year. On most occasions | did some
6duskingd with a t or cskveraldaytime @sits taalaokdfor leaf-mihes and dag-ftyers.

Trapping dates, moth counts and species counts were as follows:

Date 01/05 23/05 30/06 11/07 23/07 17/08 27/08
Moths 95 149 668 761 1035 259 270
Species 30 69 151 150 189 87 73

The total number of species identified (so far) was 390 (18 of which were new for me).

Scarcer species were recorded as follows:

10.006 Coptotriche angusticolella (NS-B) 1 on 11/07/2019

15.002 Caloptilia cuculipennella (NS-A, Essex RDB) 1 on 23/07/2019, ?4"" Essex record

15.027 Parornix carpinella (NS-A, Essex RDB) 1 on 01/05, 1 on 23/07, 2 on 17/08/2019 (all gen.det.)
15.054 Phyllonorycter mespilella (NS-B) 1 on 27/08/2019, ?4™ Essex record (gen.det.)

17.008 Ypsolopha alpella (Essex RDB) 1 on 27/08/2019

21.002 Lyonetia prunifoliella (making a comeback from presumed extinction) 1 on 27/08/2019, ?15' Essex
record

28.001 Bisigna procerella (RDB) 1 on 30/06, 4 on 11/07, 3 on 23/07/2019, ?3™+ Essex records
28.020 Dasycera oliviella (NS-A, Essex RDB) 1 on 30/06, 2 on 11/07, 4 on 23/07/2019

35.0191 Anarsia innoxiella (status uncertain) 1 on 23/07/2019

Figure 1 Coptotriche angusticolella

32



Figure 1 Caloptilia cuculipennella

Figure 3 Parornix carpinella

Figure 2 Phyllonorycter mespilella

Figure 3 Lyonetia prunifoliella
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