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NEWSLETTER INTRODUCTION DOUGAL URQUHART

Welcome to the annual newsletter of the Essex Moth Group. The Group was first formed in 1996 and is
now entering its 27th year.

The newsletter is important to the Essex Moth Group and shows the important moth recording work that
members carry out across the county of both the common species and the scarcer species too. Some
reports detail interesting trends in populations. The newsletter also allows other members to share their
account of the previous mothing season, to share their sightings as well as their moth images too.

As group co-ordinator, thank-you to all those members who have contributed an article for this newsletter.

Itdés great to see the variety of reports from aroun
beginners to mothing. There are some fascinating accounts and some great moths described in the reports,
illustrated with some excellent images. The newsletter is a helpful way of seeing various trends in moth
populations as new species spread across the county, as well as reading about those species that are

declining in numbers. All the reports from around the county in the newsletter are summarised each year in

t he Moth Highlights report published in the Essex F

| trust members will find this newsletter an interesting read. The articles have had very little editing and are
read as they were sent in. All images have been credited, usually to the right-hand side of the page with the
initials of the photographer.

Apologies in advance for any spelling or grammar errors especially with the scientific names!

If you want to share any other ideas about the Moth Group, you can contact me i Dougal Urquhart as the
Moth Group coordinator on 07494866157 or at i dougalurquhart57@gmail.com;

Information about the Essex Moth Group can be found on the Essex Moth Group website at
www.essexfieldclub.org.uk/portal/p/Essex+Moth+Group . Help is needed with keeping these pages
updated.

At present the moth County Recorder for Essex is Peter Harvey and whilst Peter is more than happy to
continue to deal with records, we need a moth specialist to come forward to manage identification requests
and organise and promote recording in the county.

Contact Peter at: grayspeterharvey@gmail.com;

ESSEX MOTH GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE

The Moth Group Facebook page was started in July 2017 by Simon Wood and has been well used and
visited by many members and other moth enthusiasts. Plenty of moth pictures have been posted both of
known and unknown identity, providing opportunities for discussion i which is exactly what it is there for.

As of February 2023, the Group had 421 members who had joined the Facebook group i the many new
members joining in the last twelve months shows that interest in moths continues to grow.

This is an informal discussion group relating to all things mothy within Essex, UK, VC18 and VC19. All
sightings and identification queries are very welcome. When posting a photograph, it would be most helpful
to have an idea of the size of the moth, whether at rest or wings-span and of course a date and location for
the record.


http://www.essexfieldclub/
mailto:grayspeterharvey@gmail.com

SUBMITTING MOTH RECORDS

Firstly, if you do not send in your records to Essex Field Club, PLEASE DO! All data is vitally important.
Thus, for example local moth recorders have recently won a significant planning battle in north Essex in
front of a Planning Inspector, resulting in an important precedent for amateur recording in the Planning
System. The two best ways of submitting data are Mapmate (https://www.mapmate.co.uk) or by using the
Essex Field Club Moth template which can be found on the website in the menu on the right hand side of
the screen (see screen shot A).

Secondly, before recording and sending in your records please ensure that where necessary your data has
been VERIFIED BY A RECOGNISED EXPERT AND THAT THIS INFORMATION IS ADDED TO EACH
RECORD. To check out whether your record requires verification each species is graded. Verification
grades can be viewed on the Essex Field Club website by searching and displaying the species account in
guestion (see attached screen shot B). If you click on Verification Grade a link will take you to the Butterfly
Conservation Verification Guidelines which explains each Grade in detail. For adult moths there are Grades
1, 2, 3 and 4 and a simplified description of each is given below.

Grade 1 species can, unless well out of range or recorded at an unusual time of year, be recorded without
verification. Otherwise, it will be necessary to provide good photos or perhaps even retain a specimen

Grade 2 species are those easily confusable with other species. Good quality photos or even a specimen
will be required if the observer is unfamiliar with the species. Worn examples may not be identifiable
(unless retained for genital dissection (GD)). PLEASE ADD TO YOUR DATA THE DETAILS OF WHO
VERIFIED YOUR RECORD, ON WHICH PLATFORM (e.g. Facebook, Twitter, private email etc.) AND
THE DATE.

Grade 3, this will be a very scarce species and require either a very good set of photos and/or a
specimen. PLEASE ADD TO YOUR DATA THE DETAILS OF WHO VERIFIED YOUR RECORD, ON
WHICH PLATFORM (e.g. Facebook, Twitter, private email etc.) AND THE DATE.

Grade 4 moths require genital dissection (GD) . PLEASE ADD TO YOUR DATA THE DETAILS OF WHO
VERIFIED (by microscopic examination) YOUR RECORD AND THE DATE.

If species specific verification is not received some species can none-the-l ess be recorded ac
species, for example the Marbled Minor agg. (comprising Marbled, Tawny Marbled and Rufous Minors) and
Common Rustic agg. (comprising Common and Lesser Common Rustics). This is still useful data. | can

provide a full list of aggregates if required.

If you have any queries at all, please ask.
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GENITAL DETERMINATION SERVICE

The Essex Moth Group is grateful that Chris Lewis has agreed to offer a Genital Determination Service. |
have set out in full his terms below which the EMG Panel feel are very reasonable and reflect the time
necessary to carry out each determination. If you would like to contact him please see the email address
below.

Genital determination service Chris Lewis 2/7/2022
Charges:

- Identification only - £10

- Identification + slide preparation + photographic evidence - £25
- For return of specimen / slide add £5

- Paymentusing t he O0Donated button on the British Lepidop"
Blog page) https://britishlepidoptera.weebly.com/ https://britishlepidoptera.weebly.com/blog

- Send natification of payment by email to britishlepidoptera@gmail.com together with suspected
identification of specimen and preferably also a photograph of the live moth.

Notes:

- If photographic evidence / slide preparation is contingent on identity of specimen send identification only
fee in first instance and state that photographic evidence / slide prep may be wanted for specified identities.

- If return of specimen / slide required remember to include return address with email and or specimen.

- If the specimen turns out to be an extreme rarity / first for Essex | will make a slide and provide
photographic evidence free of additional charge. (For this purpose, | will be the sole arbiter of what
constitutes an extreme rarity!)

- In the event that slide preparation / return of slide is not required by the sender, | reserve the right to
prepare and retain a slide for my own collection.

- | reserve the right to present photographs taken by me of any specimen sent on the British Lepidoptera
website or in any other publication.

- Whilst | will make some effort to keep turn-around times short, this will be somewhat dependent on the
volume of work to be done and it is likely that most dissections will be done in the late autumn and winter.

ESSEX MOTH GROUP ANNUAL MEETING

This year 6 s annu #dneheldytthe Bsgex Math Grohpesinc the first one was held in lan
Roseds house in Lawford in 1996. The Group then hel
Horsley Cross for several years before then moving to the Venture Scout Centre in Lawford for about nine
more years up until 2013. The Group then needed to find a new venue for 2014 and so we met at the
Green Centre at Wat Tyler Country Park 7 the home of the Essex Field Club. Annual meetings were held
there up to 2020 just before Covid struck and with the pandemic this meant no meetings were possible in
2021 or 2022. Sadly the Green Centre has not been available for us for our 2023 meeting, so we are
pleased to be gathering at a new venue for us further along the road at the Wat Tyler CP visitor centre, in
the Cordite Room. Our thanks to Sandra Hulme, the Facilities Support Officer at Wat Tyler CP, Basildon
Borough Council, for allowing us to meet here. Thanks also to Pam Moss of the Wat Tyler Café Ltd for
providing refreshments and the buffet lunch on the day.
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MOTH SURVEY AT LAINDON COMMON

The biodiversity officer for Basildon District Council Josh Childs is keen to have moth recording carried out
on Laindon Common, situated just south of Billericay. There has been some moth recording carried out
here in the past but it would be useful if any members were able to help update the moth records. The site
is 11 ha comprising a mix of lowland heath, ancient acid grassland, scrub, woodland as well as several
ponds. | can provide more details if interested at - dougalurquhart57@gmail.com;

REDBRIDGE MOTH SURVEY

An appeal to any moth-ers in the Redbridge / south Essex area.

Jajinder Lachhar, the nature conservation ranger for Vision Redbridge, Culture and Leisure Dept is asking
the Essex Moth Group for help with some moth trapping sessions next year at Valentines Park walled
garden IG1 4XA and Ray Park walled garden 1G8 7JQ. The idea is to have two moth trap sessions a night
per month from April to September 2023 with one session at each site per month.

Butterfly Conservation has kindly offered to provide a LED battery operated moth trap. If anyone is able to
attend either part or all of the planned sessions and help with the moth IDs, that would be great and much
appreciated. Records will be submitted to the county recorder.

If anyone is interested could you email Tajinder at - nature.conservation@visionrcl.org.uk;

SUMMER MOTH NIGHTS, JOINT CNHS / EMG / EFC MEETINGS FOR 2023

3 May 1 Middlewick Ranges, Colchester

28" June T Middlewick Ranges

8" July i Chelmer Blackwater Reserve Bioblitz, Maldon
121 July 7 Middlewick Ranges

26™M July 7 Hilly Fields, Colchester

234 August i Middlewick Ranges

Details about meeting points, timings etc, will be provided nearer the time via Facebook by Simon Wood.
Other moth evenings are still being considered for elsewhere in the Colchester / Maldon area.

TIPTREE HEATH MOTH EVENING

This popular annual mothing evening on the Heath will be taking place on Wednesday 9™ August 2023
by kind invitation of the EWT warden Joan Pinch. Meet at the Tiptree Heath car park at 8.00pm on the
B1022 Tiptree to Maldon road. Contact Dougal on

THE ESSEX NATURALIST

This annual journal of the Essex Field Club includes the Essex Moth Highlights of the previous year. That
report is a condensed version of all the reports that are in this Essex Moth Group Newsletter. Thanks to all
the contributors of reports to this newsletter as it forms the basisof t he year déds round

074

up
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The Moths of Essex

2470 Small Purple-barred
Phytometra virida ria (CL)

I vagrantrare
July to August

Formerly a resident, at TQ49 Epping
(VCH), TQ78 Hadleigh, up to 1932 (EF.
Williams) and possible elsewhere.

Herald (IR)

[@®] comman and heath milkwort*
7] woods, serub, heaths

2473 Beautiful Hook-tip
Laspeyria flexula (D.&5)

=
$eor| woods, scrub, gardens
resident, scarce (2002). ERDB

2474 Straw Dot Rioula sericealis
(Scop)

[] knotgrass, grasses
Ho.] woads, scrub
[ resident, common (2003)

Straw Dot (IR)

Beautiful Hook-
tip (R)

|

Spacies Accounts 333

2480 Buttoned Snout Hypena
rostralis (L)

2475 Waved Black Parascotia
fuliginaria (L)
‘ e Seell

] fus
7] woods, scrub, gardens
{8 cesident, frequent (2003). ERDB.

[#] hedgerows, gardens, buildings
[ res., freq. (2003). ERDB/BAP

2477 Snout Hypena proboscidalis
w©

#
* 2482 White-line Snout Schrankia

e %o p
:I i taenialis (Hb)

@] common nettle O
#e| general 3
I resident, abundant (2003)

2478 Bloxworth Snout Hypena
obsifalis (Hb.y

8 pellitory, possibly nettle®

Bo coastal

, rare
159 October

TM2129 Little Oakley, 5.x.2001 GSI)

“ Bloxworth Snout (IR)| |
A Waved Black (DF) 3
B
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meeting for members to take away. | still have more boxes in storage in West Mersea, so contact me if

youdd |ike

ESSEX FI

The Essex Moth
eveint the Green
meeting and t al

a

free

Gr oup pn@amuHesakr eax oFtieed d aCtl utbhbes
2QDPP 20 wa IrS4adt yidn idda &

c

opy

Centre

K i

ng

to

ELD CLUB EXHKICBIADEGNZ2ARDR

—————
ESSEX MOTH
GROUP

at
many

"Weaetc eTnbleer
old and

annual

new mot h

E
6

ent hus



oLD HALL MARSHES RSPB RESERVE 2022 FIRE

PiicEssex Fidree Bri ga

On S3Alugust 2022 twelve acres of the reserve were bur

vehicle cutting grass caught fire. Some of the area
Sl oe Clhapelbeen recor ded iEms srexc dritreyd8ai gade reported
that day that fire crews were sent from Colchester,

Wi venhoe and Chel msf erroda.d Ivne haidcdietsi ofnr otnwoBioflifarci dawnt e
Command Unit from Hawkwell and a water bowser from
spreading along the seawall towards some cottages a
reaching thoseaebbidinludipigs. tTatken by the Essex Fire Br

Ol d Hall Mar shes has been |
stronghSllodes Giafm pthe countr
favouring the | engths of &
i ts -pfloaondt , | ocated on the |
resebwiel dings and car park
been surveyed annually by

Mot h Group each springs.for
The highest rec®lnde cOaimpget
from 19 t'fAgpps lom 018 . Sadl
recorded | ast year on a Vi
mysel fsAgor i21 2022 due to a
night with a breezeed&d$bwi
Hopeyuddot her evening wil!/
coming April t-gocogtmopoeéet g
i mportant after the fire d
habitat Thaestpiyosetarrheg ht , f r o
| ast -lApghgdostur nt at the end
trac&ktto whemaes are usuall

Ol d Mat h2 higad/ 2 Pi-DU



FROM THE ESSEX MOTH GRQWP 8A RC HA OVOESS Pics J. Fir mi

| dZRY 2 NB BINGKG XM EdyY 5 2 dzA K| .
52dz20KX W2S CANXAYSZ bAISHtL
NAFY D22RS% DRRRIE dal NJ{
{

N K )

KAf {YAGKEZ 52y 52y3 W
G§SLIKSYy 5SsA03NE ¢cHSNBISA
G§SLIKSy G2 G2dzNJ GKS NBA

YR | dAaAK

—

GKRZYE KKE G NN .
CANXAY

NI R6WZE CANNAY O2YAy3d 2




Wl GBORO WI CK FARM, ST OSYTH, ESSEX CLI VE ATKI NS

A single 125W MV Robinson trap was operated in the
from the beginning of April until t'HWel ¢nMuopuds tOct obe
Regul arly species not recorded tSp osd oypetaerr ainmecxlhwddah e
Bri mMdlreophyl a australis

Tabl Moat hly totals of the more regular i mmigrant sp
JIFIM|A|M]| J J A |S|O|N|D| T

Di amomalck Mot h |[0[0| 0 |0|42 45| 6 10| 2 0 210|107

xXylostella

*Eur opeanboCoern oj0oj0|0]| O 6 506124 0 00141
nubilalis
Rusdywyt Phkarflerr]0|0]0]|0] 0 2 0 5 8 4 8 |0] 2
Rush VeNneenroctu|0[0]|O0|O0] O 0 4 14118/16(0(18 0] 2

Hummi-bgr d Hhawk
M. stell atar um

o
o
o
o
o
N
ol
N
o
o
o
o
-
w

VestRhhlodometr a 0|0| 0|0 1 0 0 1 3 1 0|0 6
GenDrt honama ob|/O0O|0O| 0 |0| O 0 0 0 0 1 1|0 2
Sil vAr Yamma 0|0|O0O|O0O| 1] 36| 3 3 2 0 1|/0]| 46
Border edHeIltiratwh 0| 0| 0 | 0| O 0 0 1 0 0 0|O0 1

peltigera
Scarce Border eq

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
=
o
o
[ERN

Hel i coverpa arn

*Tr-leiechen Geaaltf0|0| 0 |0] O 0 8 4 0 0 0]0] 12
Del i MateitelligO0O|0]J0]|O0]O 2 1 0 |10 7 0[0] 20
Pearly Underwinfno0O|{0O|O0|O0O]|O 0 0 3 0 0 0|0 3

Peri droma sauci
Dark Swoa#ds ips0|0|O0]|O0|O 5 0 5 0 4 11| 16

*Records | ikely to be associated with |l ocal breedin

New Mi toodsite were as foll ows:

Bit-teess DiRBanoBidlophasi a @ees d'Mgulngel.l a
Whiberderl sNeepbhr i ctOmse sa'@iuh8yel | a

Kenti sMoNebhr oa niOphko g'fJautinBea, potentially new to Ess:
Wor mwo od -bGaasr@orl eophor @ dlalrivmadnssases foufséromhS$Saa uwo
mar i t)i miBmpt ember .

Crescent M&d asnmar cha ISimad cdlotmydla

Dingy WhitMerRIlidme |l di ©nkealoiftbul8c.t yl us

Fi-lgeaf SkelChtoomiusers 8ndmarvéhuaognu sit9 f eedi ng Fdrc uGo.mmarn ¢
Pigmy Y Pammeee p Omel amhuln3e .

Orange RayNas ®Piea Ohiel ioal) u2rsse .

Lesser SPearclhhr oaSivregltd BRay uxs4 .

CRESCENT PLUME DI NGY WHI TE PLUNMKENTI SH NEERKC. A.



LESSER PEARL

ORANGEAYED PEARL

WHI TBEORDER NEB FI-GEAF SKELETOMWORMWOOD GCBBERER

Not abl e Micro s

FeatheredC8&8l eptdeltia Bubat Wheni8IBI .
Powderedolddh@onopt eri x SumwilppuNVear dsta

Estuari-nedAfdoanopt eri $i pubei'deuwl hyaltf®eptid mber .

Acer Shrberrsi a OneowindRtad Jul y.
Fen CBeathmia iSnaorgn aetéedarddlidh e .
Large Gr oTuenlddiionpgsOse doMid®e. s

Sout her@r deildosemaEipd leth ah etfhaegeuns t2 aenae Mber .

Mugwor tEuBcedsima metSi mgd iedhZDmnd729ne.

Wil |l owhKnScti ot a aOeé p d'élludnge .

Rosy St ri-hedOnKoncoetr a s eQmier uobrig Ull 2a .

Gorse -‘Koardiempel i a §enghbke &l al?2

Scarce Oaloraomoebasi s One mbdaidgd st .

Sal t mar sthorkmaety| osi FJoohl stefl @89 in August
Sandhi I-hondmetr ast iSad nlgd teesloame 18| Y7
Vagrant-m@hixinasemi opsi sOnrea nnbiNolv2a b sr .

and

Bostree G®odal i ma pArsptalt abf $Bubet 8dpleémber.
Dark BordeEedr @eat iFso ulri nbbeattWbaid ry "dhedp t2e mber .

4 4



VAGRANT CHI NA M. CHANNEL | SLAND SILVER BARRED(C. A.

New Macr o s

Sil ver DBeartroetde Orae ko @vhady2.
Channel | sEapdshPoeg8inobgteblawgpadtd aenpdt 8mber, trapped
Balchin at Wall Street and Colne Point respectively

Not abl e Macro s

Spur ge -rhiatwky | es euPher b'iMagyd bri ef search reveal ed 18
as | ast year.

Sl oe CArpeci s d&i dteit wkemt HI3"Mayd. 2

Sussex EMmbahkbda Simpreée amasel yn fletl |l owing on from tw
Gypsy Mypmhantsrpi@@nelimal EAogudtt and a single'Taneaadi sl
base of an apple tree.

Wat er ESpnilnes om&i wmmgt ie'cJaven e2 5

Dottedf oFddtncr ochi |l e ©One mb'MJuudnZel .i s

Pl umedf dechi pbgmi gerbadtive@ein y9 40dt dber .

Pi nisbneakedSShoahki a c¢ dcOsntea eobld ulnOg al i s

Waved BPlaacaksc ot i aOnfeul6éi%guiBnyar i a

Dewi ck 6sM&d dissnn rmo u g hiSa ncgd nefsu st ar ‘dapnpde d1 8otnh 1J6ud uya | st wsoe & m
nectaring ofultyh and 18

Reed DaSggmeyrra albovenbstdhe@en | 22Houd y18
ClancydsCRuasdriicn8i kateti@ieen enberWandbas.

Porter 0AtRikesttiisOme spBs@t ember .

Fi sher 6s Es t@arrti ynnreaAMxaaahed li iof 67 with 22 of these tr
on Hogo6sPeFuecnendealn um i anf ftihcei gaalreden. The exact number o
guessed at, as the same iendieeindwal Soasecpurt e vemed gtha



FI SHER6S ESTUARICOSMOPOLI TAN PORTEROGS RUSTI C

Dotted CRestBsut a Sriwnkgil gidnreahi R®r i |

Tawny Pliinttlopompane s@meé bo'Apin3® & .

Oak Rubsrtyiocbot a Onaeb eotiNdlale mber .

Smal | RanHecat esa Ohys cdbthawudby, a species that seems to
L-al bum WaMysbomhdulh bet wl8laum e2 @ dt ®@ber .
CosmopolLetaani 4 bet wgnt @ver ! Mowde miRe r .

Kent Bl acKMeAnaobéad adebtuwebuimn @ 5aAldi| 8

SUSSEX EMERALD SUSSEX EMERALD (C. A

Odonata recorded in traps.

Sout hern Mi grAsemsth ntha Gakiefg Inet Barg uk3 .
Mi grant Aeasvikrea Omiex toaA u2géu st .



REARI NG THE MI ERDONMDEMI A°. HERI NGELLA GAVI N PRI CE

Sitting in the churchyard of St Andrews Church Weeley in North East Essex is a majestic Holm oak tree,
Quercus ilex.

Figure 1 Showing the size of the tree Figure 2 Arunk girth of over 5 metres

It is listed on the Woodland Trust Ancient Tree Inventory as a veteran tree with a girth of 5.37 metres. One
of the church wardens tells me that is believed to be one of the earliest Holm oaks planted in the area. It is
certainly the largest | have ever seen.

In 2020 I noticed that the leaves of this oak were covered in leaf mines. A little research soon revealed that
they were being made by the larvae of a micro moth called Ectoedemia heringella or New Holm-Oak
Pigmy. This moth is a member of the Nepticulidae family.

This species was first discovered in England in 1996, when it was found in Greater London, but its identity
was not confirmed until 2001. Since then, it has been found across a large part of south-eastern England.

In Europe it is known from islands and countries bordering the Mediterranean such as Sicily, Italy, Corsica,
Cyprus, Greece and Croatia.

The adult moth is small with a wingspan of 5-6mm.

Figure 3. A close-up of a typical group of leaves showing numerous leaf mines.
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On the 3" of January 2022 | collected several leaves from the tree that had tenanted leaf mines present
with a view to trying to rear them through to adulthood.

Figure 4 Leaf showing numerous mines Figure 5 Close up of mines showing feeding larvae

This was the first time | had tried to rear micro moth larvae, so after reading several articles on the best
method | settled on the AYoghurt Potod solution.
This involved placing the leaves in the pot that was layered with pea-grit, a sharp sand and earth mixture
and finally a layer of damp sphagnum moss. This was to give the larvae, who exit the leaf to pupate once
fully grown, several different options. Finally, the pot was covered with a stocking and kept in my well-lit
garage.

| waited with anticipation regularly checking the pot. After a few weeks | noted that the larvae had left their
mines, some however failed and died in the leaf. | was unable to locate any of their cocoons. They would
have been nearly impossible to see in the tangle of sphagnum moss, so it was just a case of sitting and
waiting.

To my delight on the 29" of May 2022, | spotted a moth sitting on the inside of the pot. It was a beautiful
adult Ectoedemia heringella. Subsequently seven more emerged over the following days. Rearing moths
this way does give you the opportunity of see and record a moth in pristine condition, but they were tricky to
photograph as they were so small. All moths were subsequently released.

Figure 6 A pristine newly emerged adult Ectoedemia heringella 29/5/22.



There are currently only 24 records of this moth in Essex although | suspect it is severely un-recorded.
Every Holm Oak | have looked at near me is covered in evidence of its presence. | would encourage you to
have a look at any trees near you and pass any records onto the County Moth Recorder.

This was my first attempt at rearing micro moths from tenanted mines. It was a great success, but it is not

al ways an easy process

as

6ve proved withgeakever al

results. It can become a little addictive and | find | have more and more pots sitting in the garage with
various leaf mining species hopefully waiting to emerge this spring and summer.

Figure 7 Micro moth rearing tubs
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WEST MERSEAGRBRRDEN MOTHI NG I N 2022 DOUGAL URQUHART
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