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ESSEX MOTH GROUP 

ANNUAL MEETING AND EXHIBITION  

THE CORDITE ROOM, WAT TYLER C.P. VISITOR CENTRE 

SATURDAY 25rd FEBRUARY 

2023 PROGRAMME 

10.30é..RECEPTION / REFRESHMENTS 

               DONATION £10, PAY ON ARRIVAL 

10.45é.WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

              DOUGAL URQUHART , ESSEX MOTH GROUP COORDINATOR 

 

11.00ééZOË RANDLE  ï (SENIOR SURVEYS OFFICER BUTTERFLY CONSERVATION) 

                NATIONAL MOTH RECORDING SCHEME, MOTH ATLAS DISCOVERIES AND 2021  

                STATE OF MOTHS REPORT                             

 

12.00ééNEIL SHERMAN  ï (SUFFOLK COUNTY MOTH RECORDER) 

                 MOTHS AND MOTHING IN SUFFOLK 

 

1.00éé..LUNCH ï CHANCE TO CHAT WITH FRIENDS 

 

2.00éé..IAN TURNER ï SOME MOTHS WE DONôT SEE (MUCH OF) IN ESSEX 

 

2.30éé..TOM LANTAFFï MOTHS OF BENFLEET DOWNS 

 

3.00éé..ROB SMITH  ï MOTHS & OTHER INVERTS OF MIDDLEWICK RANGES  

 

3.30éé..DAVE PERRY ï MOTHS OF GREAT DUNMOW 

 

4.00éé..LAST REFRESHMENTS  AND A CHANCE TO CHAT WITH FRIENDS  

 

5.00éé.PARK CLOSES ï DONôT GET LOCKED IN! 

 

THANKYOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT AND  

GOOD LUCK 

WITH THE NEW MOTHING SEASON! 
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NEWSLETTER INTRODUCTION                                                 DOUGAL URQUHART   

Welcome to the annual newsletter of the Essex Moth Group. The Group was first formed in 1996 and is 
now entering its 27th

 
year.  

 
The newsletter is important to the Essex Moth Group and shows the important moth recording work that 
members carry out across the county of both the common species and the scarcer species too. Some 
reports detail interesting trends in populations. The newsletter also allows other members to share their 
account of the previous mothing season, to share their sightings as well as their moth images too.  
 
As group co-ordinator, thank-you to all those members who have contributed an article for this newsletter. 
Itôs great to see the variety of reports from around the county ranging from the experienced members to the 
beginners to mothing. There are some fascinating accounts and some great moths described in the reports, 
illustrated with some excellent images. The newsletter is a helpful way of seeing various trends in moth 
populations as new species spread across the county, as well as reading about those species that are 
declining in numbers. All the reports from around the county in the newsletter are summarised each year in 
the Moth Highlights report published in the Essex Field Clubôs annual journal of the Essex Naturalist. 
 
I trust members will find this newsletter an interesting read. The articles have had very little editing and are 
read as they were sent in. All images have been credited, usually to the right-hand side of the page with the 
initials of the photographer.  
Apologies in advance for any spelling or grammar errors especially with the scientific names! 
 
If you want to share any other ideas about the Moth Group, you can contact me ï Dougal Urquhart as the 
Moth Group coordinator on 07494866157 or at ï dougalurquhart57@gmail.com; 
 
Information about the Essex Moth Group can be found on the Essex Moth Group website at 
www.essexfieldclub.org.uk/portal/p/Essex+Moth+Group . Help is needed with keeping these pages 
updated.  
At present the moth County Recorder for Essex is Peter Harvey and whilst Peter is more than happy to 

continue to deal with records, we need a moth specialist to come forward to manage identification requests 

and organise and promote recording in the county.  

Contact Peter at: grayspeterharvey@gmail.com; 

 

 

ESSEX MOTH GROUP FACEBOOK PAGE  

The Moth Group Facebook page was started in July 2017 by Simon Wood and has been well used and 

visited by many members and other moth enthusiasts. Plenty of moth pictures have been posted both of 

known and unknown identity, providing opportunities for discussion ï which is exactly what it is there for.  

As of February 2023, the Group had 421 members who had joined the Facebook group ï the many new 

members joining in the last twelve months shows that interest in moths continues to grow. 

This is an informal discussion group relating to all things mothy within Essex, UK, VC18 and VC19. All 

sightings and identification queries are very welcome. When posting a photograph, it would be most helpful 

to have an idea of the size of the moth, whether at rest or wings-span and of course a date and location for 

the record. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.essexfieldclub/
mailto:grayspeterharvey@gmail.com
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SUBMITTING MOTH RECORDS 

Firstly, if you do not send in your records to Essex Field Club, PLEASE DO! All data is vitally important. 
Thus, for example local moth recorders have recently won a significant planning battle in north Essex in 
front of a Planning Inspector, resulting in an important precedent for amateur recording in the Planning 
System. The two best ways of submitting data are Mapmate (https://www.mapmate.co.uk) or by using the 
Essex Field Club Moth template which can be found on the website in the menu on the right hand side of 
the screen (see screen shot A). 

 

Secondly, before recording and sending in your records please ensure that where necessary your data has 
been VERIFIED BY A RECOGNISED EXPERT AND THAT THIS INFORMATION IS ADDED TO EACH 
RECORD. To check out whether your record requires verification each species is graded. Verification 
grades can be viewed on the Essex Field Club website by searching and displaying the species account in 
question (see attached screen shot B). If you click on Verification Grade a link will take you to the Butterfly 
Conservation Verification Guidelines which explains each Grade in detail. For adult moths there are Grades 
1, 2, 3 and 4 and a simplified description of each is given below. 

 

Grade 1 species can, unless well out of range or recorded at an unusual time of year, be recorded without 
verification. Otherwise, it will be necessary to provide good photos or perhaps even retain a specimen 

Grade 2 species are those easily confusable with other species. Good quality photos or even a specimen 
will be required if the observer is unfamiliar with the species. Worn examples may not be identifiable 
(unless retained for genital dissection (GD)). PLEASE ADD TO YOUR DATA THE DETAILS OF WHO 
VERIFIED YOUR RECORD, ON WHICH PLATFORM  (e.g. Facebook, Twitter, private email etc.) AND 
THE DATE. 

Grade 3, this will be a very scarce species and require either a very good set of photos and/or a 
specimen. PLEASE ADD TO YOUR DATA THE DETAILS OF WHO VERIFIED YOUR RECORD, ON 
WHICH PLATFORM (e.g. Facebook, Twitter, private email etc.) AND THE DATE.  

Grade 4 moths require genital dissection (GD) . PLEASE ADD TO YOUR DATA THE DETAILS OF WHO 
VERIFIED (by microscopic examination) YOUR RECORD AND THE DATE . 

 

If species specific verification is not received some species can none-the-less be recorded as ó aggregateô 
species, for example the Marbled Minor agg. (comprising Marbled, Tawny Marbled and Rufous Minors) and 
Common Rustic agg. (comprising Common and Lesser Common Rustics). This is still useful data. I can 
provide a full list of aggregates if required. 

If you have any queries at all, please ask. 

 

https://www.mapmate.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR0UWLgVFAnNOls_ye4kzIpb7iO9J3RWXfpW3IxLPYdw5C7RecPOhU00ytM
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=4823366864396042&set=pcb.4132599060179290&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUbjlIbnpB4nxh4X8SQj_6jMGbVn9NUJleI26930lx4I1by77D1W3XDf9S1YNz0eX7nvEmRcdrAm0ud2UVp1Pzr8ija6KH-9c7Mc9K18j_cFSEOTbX7s-l0wF4vFxcHmWtSizS326brI2D73rgharKn&__tn__=*bH-R
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https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=4823366864396042&set=pcb.4132599060179290&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUbjlIbnpB4nxh4X8SQj_6jMGbVn9NUJleI26930lx4I1by77D1W3XDf9S1YNz0eX7nvEmRcdrAm0ud2UVp1Pzr8ija6KH-9c7Mc9K18j_cFSEOTbX7s-l0wF4vFxcHmWtSizS326brI2D73rgharKn&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=4823366864396042&set=pcb.4132599060179290&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUbjlIbnpB4nxh4X8SQj_6jMGbVn9NUJleI26930lx4I1by77D1W3XDf9S1YNz0eX7nvEmRcdrAm0ud2UVp1Pzr8ija6KH-9c7Mc9K18j_cFSEOTbX7s-l0wF4vFxcHmWtSizS326brI2D73rgharKn&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=4823366884396040&set=pcb.4132599060179290&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUbjlIbnpB4nxh4X8SQj_6jMGbVn9NUJleI26930lx4I1by77D1W3XDf9S1YNz0eX7nvEmRcdrAm0ud2UVp1Pzr8ija6KH-9c7Mc9K18j_cFSEOTbX7s-l0wF4vFxcHmWtSizS326brI2D73rgharKn&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=4823366884396040&set=pcb.4132599060179290&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUbjlIbnpB4nxh4X8SQj_6jMGbVn9NUJleI26930lx4I1by77D1W3XDf9S1YNz0eX7nvEmRcdrAm0ud2UVp1Pzr8ija6KH-9c7Mc9K18j_cFSEOTbX7s-l0wF4vFxcHmWtSizS326brI2D73rgharKn&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=4823366864396042&set=pcb.4132599060179290&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUbjlIbnpB4nxh4X8SQj_6jMGbVn9NUJleI26930lx4I1by77D1W3XDf9S1YNz0eX7nvEmRcdrAm0ud2UVp1Pzr8ija6KH-9c7Mc9K18j_cFSEOTbX7s-l0wF4vFxcHmWtSizS326brI2D73rgharKn&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=4823366884396040&set=pcb.4132599060179290&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUbjlIbnpB4nxh4X8SQj_6jMGbVn9NUJleI26930lx4I1by77D1W3XDf9S1YNz0eX7nvEmRcdrAm0ud2UVp1Pzr8ija6KH-9c7Mc9K18j_cFSEOTbX7s-l0wF4vFxcHmWtSizS326brI2D73rgharKn&__tn__=*bH-R
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GENITAL DETERMINATION SERVICE  

The Essex Moth Group is grateful that Chris Lewis has agreed to offer a Genital Determination Service. I 
have set out in full his terms below which the EMG Panel feel are very reasonable and reflect the time 
necessary to carry out each determination. If you would like to contact him please see the email address 
below. 

Genital determination service                 Chris Lewis 2/7/2022  

Charges: 

· Identification only - £10 

· Identification + slide preparation + photographic evidence - £25 

· For return of specimen / slide add £5 

· Payment using the óDonateô button on the British Lepidoptera website (it is on the Home page and the 
Blog page) https://britishlepidoptera.weebly.com/ https://britishlepidoptera.weebly.com/blog 

· Send notification of payment by email to britishlepidoptera@gmail.com together with suspected 
identification of specimen and preferably also a photograph of the live moth. 

Notes: 

· If photographic evidence / slide preparation is contingent on identity of specimen send identification only 
fee in first instance and state that photographic evidence / slide prep may be wanted for specified identities. 

· If return of specimen / slide required remember to include return address with email and or specimen. 

· If the specimen turns out to be an extreme rarity / first for Essex I will make a slide and provide 
photographic evidence free of additional charge. (For this purpose, I will be the sole arbiter of what 
constitutes an extreme rarity!) 

· In the event that slide preparation / return of slide is not required by the sender, I reserve the right to 
prepare and retain a slide for my own collection. 

· I reserve the right to present photographs taken by me of any specimen sent on the British Lepidoptera 
website or in any other publication. 

· Whilst I will make some effort to keep turn-around times short, this will be somewhat dependent on the 
volume of work to be done and it is likely that most dissections will be done in the late autumn and winter. 

 

 

ESSEX MOTH GROUP ANNUAL MEETING  

This yearôs annual meeting is the 25th one held by the Essex Moth Group since the first one was held in Ian 

Roseôs house in Lawford in 1996. The Group then held its meetings in the Anglian Water building at 

Horsley Cross for several years before then moving to the Venture Scout Centre in Lawford for about nine 

more years up until 2013. The Group then needed to find a new venue for 2014 and so we met at the 

Green Centre at Wat Tyler Country Park ï the home of the Essex Field Club. Annual meetings were held 

there up to 2020 just before Covid struck and with the pandemic this meant no meetings were possible in 

2021 or 2022. Sadly the Green Centre has not been available for us for our 2023 meeting, so we are 

pleased to be gathering at a new venue for us further along the road at the Wat Tyler CP visitor centre, in 

the Cordite Room. Our thanks to Sandra Hulme, the Facilities Support Officer at Wat Tyler CP, Basildon 

Borough Council, for allowing us to meet here. Thanks also to Pam Moss of the Wat Tyler Café Ltd for 

providing refreshments and the buffet lunch on the day. 

 

 

 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbritishlepidoptera.weebly.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3dwswo5DV4acYxPvgNFsIhc2Ti-G01att3k05tSAcw8xiHlJ673E2-3aw&h=AT21DpUOC6BXBz7nUQO57FtG-WM_kg3BKNp38V124dtaMb_kRHCsGA30YAnI2gCQmAzBXf_szwjNnwOV0IALWrOkBgc_GfrMMHq4wSlQ5pIz-ZiO5uE9vBzb2U7a9_La4Exe31CI8k-rzuptWmvz&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT048fdZUMNG9kZ6qgo0zmNJxriTrdVwpkv13OFTsrZkIgB9uE7iYsL5Myem4pDHGi06upgURSmiM5UjtNYtdnEs7qf2FBe2oytLQMQ2_uqMFsnBGprPWB0Vj3BeHax0PTz-q_3PSqiF_xo8s2kRTgzugxmMU_I8
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbritishlepidoptera.weebly.com%2Fblog%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2WAlz8oPZRHfnRH0I9XHs-KUnwPI9wHEkT8EAqG3yWWYkic1F-dr1-dZs&h=AT0ixhuiuBnCRO12CSR6dN-NBjoi-Mc0HD7uzfFXzAQobzZKYWMy3X3sRL-aluRnBSeLlpPxQ7UpnnglRyWjcsdOp3RUvQBur01fDbdED9yLxxBLum-Af4npjjIx5jXGeR5DWjv_nnZjTYLv_x7G&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT048fdZUMNG9kZ6qgo0zmNJxriTrdVwpkv13OFTsrZkIgB9uE7iYsL5Myem4pDHGi06upgURSmiM5UjtNYtdnEs7qf2FBe2oytLQMQ2_uqMFsnBGprPWB0Vj3BeHax0PTz-q_3PSqiF_xo8s2kRTgzugxmMU_I8
mailto:britishlepidoptera@gmail.com
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MOTH SURVEY AT LAINDON COMMON  

The biodiversity officer for Basildon District Council Josh Childs is keen to have moth recording carried out 

on Laindon Common, situated just south of Billericay. There has been some moth recording carried out 

here in the past but it would be useful if any members were able to help update the moth records. The site 

is 11 ha comprising a mix of lowland heath, ancient acid grassland, scrub, woodland as well as several 

ponds. I can provide more details if interested at -  dougalurquhart57@gmail.com; 

 

REDBRIDGE MOTH SURVEY 

An appeal to any moth-ers in the Redbridge / south Essex area. 
Jajinder Lachhar, the nature conservation ranger for Vision Redbridge, Culture and Leisure Dept is asking 
the Essex Moth Group for help with some moth trapping sessions next year at Valentines Park walled 
garden IG1 4XA and Ray Park walled garden IG8 7JQ. The idea is to have two moth trap sessions a night 
per month from April to September 2023 with one session at each site per month. 
Butterfly Conservation has kindly offered to provide a LED battery operated moth trap. If anyone is able to 
attend either part or all of the planned sessions and help with the moth IDs, that would be great and much 
appreciated. Records will be submitted to the county recorder. 
If anyone is interested could you email Tajinder at - nature.conservation@visionrcl.org.uk;  
 
 
SUMMER MOTH NIGHTS, JOINT CNHS / EMG / EFC MEETINGS FOR 2023 
 
3rd May ï Middlewick Ranges, Colchester 
28th June ï Middlewick Ranges 
8th July ï Chelmer Blackwater Reserve Bioblitz, Maldon 
12th July ï Middlewick Ranges 
26th July ï Hilly Fields, Colchester 
23rd August ï Middlewick Ranges 
 
Details about meeting points, timings etc, will be provided nearer the time via Facebook by Simon Wood. 
Other moth evenings are still being considered for elsewhere in the Colchester  / Maldon area.  
 
 
 
TIPTREE HEATH MOTH EVENING  

This popular annual mothing evening on the Heath will be taking place on Wednesday 9th August 2023       

by kind invitation of the EWT warden Joan Pinch. Meet at the Tiptree Heath car park at 8.00pm on the 

B1022 Tiptree to Maldon road. Contact Dougal on 07494866157 if youôre interested in attending. 

 

 

THE ESSEX NATURALIST  

This annual journal of the Essex Field Club includes the Essex Moth Highlights of the previous year. That 

report is a condensed version of all the reports that are in this Essex Moth Group Newsletter. Thanks to all 

the contributors of reports to this newsletter as it forms the basis of the yearôs round up of moth highlights. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dougalurquhart57@gmail.com
mailto:nature.conservation@visionrcl.org.uk
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COPIES OF THE MOTHS OF ESSEX BOOK 

  

 

Brian Goodeyôs book written in 2004 is still an invaluable reference guide to the distribution of all moths that 
have been recorded in Essex. There has been a stockpile of spare copies stored over the years in the 
publisherôs house of David Corke. He contacted me last summer asking to take the boxes of books off his 
hands. The books are free to anyone who wants one. Spare copies will be brought along to the annual 
meeting for members to take away. I still have more boxes in storage in West Mersea, so contact me if 
youôd like a free copy. 

 
 

ESSEX FIELD CLUB EXHIBITION AND SOCIAL ï DEC 2022 

 

The Essex Moth Group manned a stand at the popular Essex Field Clubôs annual Exhibition and Social 

event in the Green Centre at Wat Tyler CP on Saturday 3rd December 2022. Itôs always a worthwhile event, 

meeting and talking to many old and new moth enthusiasts. 
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OLD HALL MARSHES RSPB RESERVE 2022 FIRE 

 

                                                                                                                    Pic ï Essex Fire Brigade 

On 31st August 2022 twelve acres of the reserve were burnt by a grass fire started accidentally when a 

vehicle cutting grass caught fire. Some of the area destroyed in the fire were the blackthorn bushes where 

Sloe Carpet has been recorded in recent years. Essex Fire Brigade reported such a high volume of calls 

that day that fire crews were sent from Colchester, West Mersea, Maldon as well as Witham, Braintree, 

Wivenhoe and Chelmsford. In addition two off-road vehicles from Billericay and Manningtree, an Incident 

Command Unit from Hawkwell and a water bowser from Halstead were used to fight the fire. The fire was 

spreading along the seawall towards some cottages and farm buildings and fortunately was stopped before 

reaching those buildings. The aerial picture is taken by the Essex Fire Brigadeôs drone. 

Old Hall Marshes has been one of the main 

strongholds of Sloe Carpet in the country, 

favouring the lengths of blackthorn hedgerows as 

its food-plant, located on the eastern side of the 

reserve-buildings and car park. The moth has 

been surveyed annually by members of the Essex 

Moth Group each spring for at least fifteen years. 

The highest recent count was 33 Sloe Carpets 

from 19 traps on 18th April 2018. Sadly none were 

recorded last year on a visit by Graham Ekins and 

myself on 21st April 2022 due to a cold and clear 

night with a breeze blowing from the north-east. 

Hopefully another evening will be arranged this 

coming April to continue the on-going monitoring, 

important after the fire destroyed some of the 

habitat last year. The picture on the right, from 

last April - bushes got burnt at the end of this 

track, next to where traps are usually placed. 

 
 

   Old Hall mothing 21/4/22                      Pic - DU 
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FROM THE ESSEX MOTH GROUP ARCHIVES ï 1998 & 2008                              Pics J. Firmin 

  
/ǳŘƳƻǊŜ DǊƻǾŜ /tπ нфκуκмффу ς .ƛƭƭ 5ƻǳƎƘǘȅΣ ΚΣΚΣ tŜǘŜǊ 
5ƻǳŎƘΣ WƻŜ CƛǊƳƛƴΣ bƛƎŜƭ /ǳƳƛƴƎǎΣ aǊǎ 5ƻǳƎƘǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
.Ǌƛŀƴ DƻƻŘŜȅ ǎƛǩƴƎΣ aŀǊƛƻƴ DƻƻŘŜȅΦ 
 

.ǊŀŘǿŜƭƭ ς нсκтκнллу ς hƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƪ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ 
tƘƛƭ {ƳƛǘƘΣ 5ƻƴ 5ƻǿƴΣ WƻŜ CƛǊƳƛƴΣ ΚΣ IǳƎƘ hǿŜƴΣ 
{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ 5ŜǿƛŎƪΦ ¢ǿŜƭǾŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ōȅ 
{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƻǳǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ 
 

  
.ǊŀŘǿŜƭƭ ς {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ 5ŜǿƛŎƪ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǘƘǎ ǘƻ 
5ŀǾƛŘ !ƭƭŜƴΣ IǳƎƘ hǿŜƴΣ aǊǎ 5ƻǳƎƘǘȅΣ /ƭƛǾŜ !ǘƪƛƴǎΣ 
.Ǌƛŀƴ aŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ .ƛƭƭ 5ƻǳƎƘǘȅΦ 
 

.ǊŀŘǿŜƭƭ π ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƪ ς {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ 5ŜǿƛŎƪΣ .ƛƭƭ 5ƻǳƎƘǘȅΣ 
aǊǎ 5ƻǳƎƘǘȅΣ WƻŜ CƛǊƳƛƴΣ 5ƻƴ 5ƻǿƴΣ wŜƎ !ǊǘƘǳǊΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ 
!ƭƭŜƴ ŀƴŘ IǳƎƘ hǿŜƴ 

  
.ǊŀŘǿŜƭƭπ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘ ǘǊŀǇ π ΚΣ tƘƛƭ {ƳƛǘƘΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ 
!ƭƭŜƴΣ WƻŜ CƛǊƳƛƴ 
 

.ǊŀŘǿŜƭƭ ς WƻŜ CƛǊƳƛƴ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘ ǘǊŀǇ 
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WIGBORO WICK FARM, ST OSYTH, ESSEX                                                                 CLIVE ATKINS 
 
A single 125W MV Robinson trap was operated in the garden, with an additional 15W actinic trap operated 
from the beginning of April until the end of October. No traps were run from 20th July to 9th August.  
Regularly species not recorded this year included Small Mottled Willow Spodoptera exigua and Feathered 
Brindle Aprophyla australis. 

Table 1. Monthly totals of the more regular immigrant species. 

 J F M A M J J A S O N D T 

Diamond-back Moth P. 
xylostella 

0 0 0 0 42 45 6 10 2 0 2 0 107 

*European Corn-borer O. 
nubilalis 

0 0 0 0 0 6 50 61 24 0 0 0 141 

Rusty-dot Pearl U. ferrugalis 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 5 8 4 8 0 27 

Rush Veneer N. noctuella 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 14 18 160 18 0 214 

              

Humming-bird Hawk-moth 
M. stellatarum 

0 0 0 0 0 4 5 4 0 0 0 0 13 

Vestal Rhodometra sacraria 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 3 1 0 0 6 

Gem Orthonama obstipata 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 2 

Silver Y A. gamma 0 0 0 0 1 36 3 3 2 0 1 0 46 

Bordered Straw Heliothis 
peltigera 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Scarce Bordered Straw 
Helicoverpa armigera 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1  

*Tree-lichen Beauty C. algae 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 4 0 0 0 0 12 

Delicate M. vitellina  0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 10 7 0 0 20 

Pearly Underwing 
Peridroma saucia 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 3 

Dark Sword-grass A. ipsilon 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 5 0 4 1 1 16 
 

       *Records likely to be associated with local breeding populations. 

New Microôs for site were as follows:  
Bitter-cress Diamond- Back Eidophasia messingiella One on 17th June. 
White-border Neb Isophrictis striatella One on 18th July. 
Kentish Neb Monochroa niphognatha One on 16th June, potentially new to Essex. 
Wormwood Case-bearer Coleophora albicans 9 larval cases found on Sea Wormwood (Seriphidium 
maritimum) 14th September. 
Crescent Plume Marasmarcha lunaedactyla Single on 17th June. 
Dingy White Plume Merrifieldia baliodactylus One on 13th July. 
Fig-leaf Skeletoniser Choreutis nemorana 8 larva on 19th August feeding on Common Fig Ficus carica. 
Pigmy Y Piercer Pammene populana One on 13th June. 
Orange Rayed Pearl Nascia cilialis One on 23rd June. 
Lesser Pearl Sitochroa verticalis Single on 24th August. 
 

   

CRESCENT PLUME DINGY WHITE PLUME KENTISH NEB            ( C.A.) 
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LESSER PEARL  LESSER PEARL ORANGE-RAYED PEARL 

   

WHITE-BORDER NEB FIG-LEAF SKELETONISER WORMWOOD CASE-BEARER 

 

Notable Micro`s 

Feathered Slender Caloptilia cuculipennella 3 between 6th and 13th July. 
Powdered Flat-body Agonopterix curvipunctosa  Single on 14th March. 
Estuarine Flat-body Agonopterix putridella Six between 11th July and 11th September. 
Acer Sober Anarsia innoxiella One on12th July. 
Fen Crest Brachmia inornatella Singles on 7th and 13th June. 
Large Groundling Teleiopsis diffinis One on 9th June.. 
Southern Bell Crocidosema plebajana Eight between 23rd August and 3rd December. 
Mugwort Bell Eucosma metzneriana Singles on 17th,25th and 29th June. 
Willow Knot-horn Sciota adelphelia One on 23rd June. 
Rosy Striped Knot-horn Onocera semirubella One on 12th July. 
Gorse Knot-horn Pempelia genistella Single on 12th July. 
Scarce Oak Knot-horn Acrobasis tumidana One on 11th August. 
Saltmarsh Knot-horn Ancylosis oblitella Totals of 29 in August and 44 in September. 
Sandhill Knot-horn Anerastia lotella Singles on 15th June and 17th July. 
Vagrant China-mark Diasemiopsis ramburialis One on 12th November. 
Box-tree Moth Cydalima perspectalis A total of 5 between 26th June and 2nd September. 
Dark Bordered Pearl Evergestis limbata Four between 12th July and 2nd September. 
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VAGRANT CHINA MARK CHANNEL ISLANDS PUG SILVER BARRED                  (C.A.) 

 

New Macro`s 

Silver Barred Deltote bankiana One on 22nd May. 
Channel Islands Pug Eupithecia ultimaria Singles on 19th August and 8th September, trapped by Chris 
Balchin at Wall Street and Colne Point respectively. 
 
Notable Macro`s 

Spurge Hawk-moth Hyles euphorbiae One on 25th May. A brief search revealed 18 larva, in the same area 
as last year. 
Sloe Carpet Aleucis distinctata 6 between 13th April and 2nd May. 
Sussex Emerald Thalera fimbrialis Single male on 14th July, following on from two the previous year. 
Gypsy Moth Lymantria dispar One male on 16th August and a single larva discovered on 26th June at the 
base of an apple tree. 
Water Ermine Spilosoma urticae Single on 25th June. 
Dotted Fan-foot Macrochile crimbrumalis One on 27th June. 
Plumed Fan-foot Pechipogo plumigeralis 9 between 9th July and 16th October. 
Pinion-streaked Snout Schrankia costaeatrigalis One on 10th June. 
Waved Black Parascotia fuliginaria One on 3rd July. 
Dewickôs Plusia Macdunnoughia confusa  Singles trapped on 16th and 18th July, two individuals seen 
nectaring on 1th and 18th July. 
Reed Dagger Simyra albovenosa Four between 27th April and 18th July. 
Clancyôs Rustic Caradrina kadenii Six between 2nd September and 28th October. 
Porterôs Rustic Athetis hospes One on 7th September. 
Fisherôs Estuarine Moth Gortyna borelii A total of 67 with 22 of these trapped and the remaining observed 
on Hogôs Fennel Peucedanum officinale in the garden. The exact number of individuals can only be 
guessed at, as the same individuals are presumed to be seen on consecutive nights. 
 
 



мп 
 

 
  

FISHERôS ESTUARINE COSMOPOLITAN PORTERôS RUSTIC 
 
 
Dotted Chestnut Conistra rubiginea Singles on 5th and 20th April. 
Tawny Pinion Lithopane semibrunnea One on 13th April. 
Oak Rustic Dryobota labecula One on 14th November. 
Small Ranunculus Hecatera dysodea One on 5th July, a species that seems to be in decline again. 
L-album Wainscot Mythimna l-album 10 between 28th June and 9th October. 
Cosmopolitan Leucania loreyi 4 between 27th October and 12th November. 
Kent Black Arches Meganola albula 4 between 25th June and 18th July. 
 

 

  

SUSSEX EMERALD SUSSEX EMERALD                                     (C.A.) 

 

 

Odonata recorded in traps. 

Southern Migrant Hawker Aeshna affinis Single on 13th August. 
Migrant Hawker Aeshna mixta One on 26th August. 
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REARING THE MICRO MOTH ECTOEDEMIA HERINGELLA                                             GAVIN PRICE 

Sitting in the churchyard of St Andrews Church Weeley in North East Essex is a majestic Holm oak tree, 

Quercus ilex. 

 

Figure 1 Showing the size of the tree 

It is listed on the Woodland Trust Ancient Tree Inventory as a veteran tree with a girth of 5.37 metres. One 

of the church wardens tells me that is believed to be one of the earliest Holm oaks planted in the area. It is 

certainly the largest I have ever seen. 

In 2020 I noticed that the leaves of this oak were covered in leaf mines. A little research soon revealed that 

they were being made by the larvae of a micro moth called Ectoedemia heringella or New Holm-Oak 

Pigmy. This moth is a member of the Nepticulidae family.   

This species was first discovered in England in 1996, when it was found in Greater London, but its identity 

was not confirmed until 2001. Since then, it has been found across a large part of south-eastern England. 

 In Europe it is known from islands and countries bordering the Mediterranean such as Sicily, Italy, Corsica, 

Cyprus, Greece and Croatia. 

The adult moth is small with a wingspan of 5-6mm. 

 

Figure 3.  A close-up of a typical group of leaves showing numerous leaf mines. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 A trunk girth of over 5 metres 
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On the 3rd of January 2022 I collected several leaves from the tree that had tenanted leaf mines present 

with a view to trying to rear them through to adulthood. 

 

Figure 4 Leaf showing numerous mines                          Figure 5 Close up of mines showing feeding larvae 

 

This was the first time I had tried to rear micro moth larvae, so after reading several articles on the best 

method I settled on the ñYoghurt Potò solution. 

This involved placing the leaves in the pot that was layered with pea-grit, a sharp sand and earth mixture 

and finally a layer of damp sphagnum moss. This was to give the larvae, who exit the leaf to pupate once 

fully grown, several different options. Finally, the pot was covered with a stocking and kept in my well-lit 

garage. 

I waited with anticipation regularly checking the pot. After a few weeks I noted that the larvae had left their 

mines, some however failed and died in the leaf. I was unable to locate any of their cocoons. They would 

have been nearly impossible to see in the tangle of sphagnum moss, so it was just a case of sitting and 

waiting. 

To my delight on the 29th of May 2022, I spotted a moth sitting on the inside of the pot. It was a beautiful 

adult Ectoedemia heringella. Subsequently seven more emerged over the following days. Rearing moths 

this way does give you the opportunity of see and record a moth in pristine condition, but they were tricky to 

photograph as they were so small. All moths were subsequently released. 

 

 

Figure 6 A pristine newly emerged adult Ectoedemia heringella 29/5/22. 
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There are currently only 24 records of this moth in Essex although I suspect it is severely un-recorded. 

Every Holm Oak I have looked at near me is covered in evidence of its presence. I would encourage you to 

have a look at any trees near you and pass any records onto the County Moth Recorder. 

This was my first attempt at rearing micro moths from tenanted mines. It was a great success, but it is not 

always an easy process as Iôve proved with several subsequent failures along with some more great 

results. It can become a little addictive and I find I have more and more pots sitting in the garage with 

various leaf mining species hopefully waiting to emerge this spring and summer. 

 

Figure 7 Micro moth rearing tubs 

                                                     Gavin Price, Little Clacton VC19 3/12/23 ï (Pics ï G. Price) 

 

 

SPURGE HAWK-MOTH ON MERSEA ISLAND                                                               CHRIS WILLIAMS  

 

 

 

Chris Williams found this fully fed Spurge 

Hawk-moth caterpillar on the beach at the Fen 

Farm Caravan Park, East Mersea on 8th September 

2022. After photographing it, Chris dashed back to 

fetch a collecting pot but on his return, it had 

disappeared despite lots of searching for it. There 

has been an increase in the amount of Sea Spurge 

growing along the Mersea Island foreshore over 

the last twenty or so years.  Following the 

discovery of a colony not far to the East on the 

beach at Jaywick, there seemed a good chance the 

moth might turn up on Mersea Island where there 

are plenty of stands of Sea Spurge on the beaches. 
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WEST MERSEA BACK-GARDEN MOTHING IN 2022                                          DOUGAL URQUHART 

The moth trap was set in the West Mersea back-garden on 59 nights between 8th February and 13th 

November, recording 178 species of macro-moth. Being away on various holidays for a total of eight weeks 

meant there was less mothing took place than in recent years. 

The first moth of note in the spring was the emergence of nine Emperor adults on 19th March that had been 

reared from eggs laid by a female the previous spring. There was a rough 50 - 50 mix of males and females 

but before they flew away, some females had been mated, produced eggs, some of which were kept and 

reared over the following couple of months on bramble leaves. Hopefully the dozen or so pupae currently 

hibernating will emerge this coming March to start the life-cycle all over again. 

  
EMPEROR CONVOLVULUS HAWK-MOTH 

 

Mothing was generally quiet during April and May with the only ones of note being an early Cypress 

Carpet on 14th April, a purple thorn on 20th, a Dasycera oliviella on 18th May and then a Cream-spot Tiger 

on the 22nd May. The first Evergestis limbata of six recorded through the season was noted on 11th June 

along with a Blotched Emerald. A Plumed Fan-foot, Dasycera oliviella and Pine Hawkmoth were on the 

8th July and the second garden record of a Lunar Yellow Underwing on the 24th July. An Oak 

Processionary, Gypsy Moth, Dogôs Tooth and 25 Tree-lichen Beauties were noted on the 31st July. A 

Gypsy Moth and Oak Processionary were also recorded again on the 2nd and 3rd August with a Black 

Arches on the former date and a Sandhill Rustic on the latter. A Dark Sword-grass was noted on the 5th 

August, Saltmarsh Plume on the 14th along with Evergestis limbata which was also seen on the 16th and 

19th August.  

   
CREAM-SPOT TIGER CLANCYôS RUSTIC SMALL RANUNCULUS 

 


