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DEPARTMENT OF LIFE SCIENCES
UNIVERSITY OF EAST LONDON

ROMFORD ROAD, STRATFORD,

LONDON, E15 4LZ

NEWSLETTER NO. 24 February 1998
THEPRESIDENT’ SPAGE

Charles Watson certainly sparked off some serious letter-writing when he put hisarticlein
Newsdletter 21 and Duncan Bridges' response in the next issue was not the only one
received by the Field Club. It seemsthat just about everyone agreesthat there should be
better communication and co-operation between the various natural history bodiesin Essex
and, in particular between the Essex Field Club asthe main data-gatherers/interpretersand
the Essex Wildlife Trust asthe main conservation body (no ... | am not forgetting English
Nature!). Atthesametimethat all thisdiscussion hasbeen going on, The Essex Field Club
Council have been regularly lamenting the undoubtedly sorry state of many of the Essex
Wildlife Trust Reserves. Important sites such as Cranham marsh are now so degraded that
their ecological interest isall but lost whilst sites such as Rushey Mead and Roding Valley
M eadows are apparently receiving no management at al! Just down theroad fromme,
Sawbridgeworth Marshisalso acausefor concern, though some management work does
take placethere.

Thereal problem underlying all of this seemsto meto be thelack of proper management
plansfor at |east those reserves mentioned - perhapsfor otherstoo. Having just completed
acommission from the London Wildlife Trust to write management plansfor Denham Lock
Wood in Middlesex and Spencer Road Wetland in Surrey | can well understand the reasons.
Proper management plansaretime-consuming to produceinvolving many sitevisits,
accumulation and assessment of speciesdataand liaison with interested partiessuch as
English Nature, the Environment Agency and others. Thetwo | havejust produced are
around 120 pages each, and these have to be circulated as consultation draftsto avery large
list of people beforethefinal planisready. Asaconsequencethey are expensiveto
generate. Whilst that makes my accountant very happy, it doeslittleto hasten the
production of proper plansfor all thereserves. It is, onthe other hand, a matter of
priorities, and | would invitethe Trust to consider the wisdom of continually using its
resourcesto acquire additional reservesif those which they already possess are being lost.
Surely some of the resources could be better placed in the commissioning of management
plans?

Back now to the co-operation issue. We, the Essex Field Club, raised this matter, sowe
should take the lead in sorting things out - put our money where our mouthsare, soto
speak. | am, therefore, proposing that during 1998 the Club "adopts' an Essex Wildlife
Trust nature reserve and carries out afull data-gathering exercise - free of charge. Asa
result of this, the Trust will bein abetter position to get a proper management plan sorted
out in 1999. Maybe thiswill set the ball rolling.

| am therefore proposing we"adopt” Sawbridgeworth Marshfor 1998. We should
endeavour to visit the site at | east once every month from March to October and we should
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cover all of the groups of plants and animalsthat our expertise permits. | will personally
volunteer to put all the dataon computer and generate afull speciesinventory, suitably
annotated with Red DataBook, Nationally Notable and other codes, and present thisto the
Trust together with some outline management ideas. | am now suggesting that we makea
datein our diariesto visit the Marsh on thefirst Sunday of every month from March to
October 1998 inclusive, meeting at 10 am. | am not volunteering to be present at every
single gathering (I shall be out of the country for at least one of them) but then that should
not matter. | hopethat ALL of the Club’s Recorderswill feel ableto take part in thissurvey.

Anyway, unless| miscalculate, thiswill bethelast Newd etter before the 1997/98 Annual
General Meeting and, consequently, thiswill bemy last President’sPage. It hasbeenan
interesting year and | wish my successor good luck (he might need it), and hope that he
feelsinclined to continue writing the first page to each newsl etter.

ColinW. Plant

GOLDCRESTSAND GREY PHALAROPES

Seven members of the Field Club assembled on the nearest road to anew venuefor the bird
group on Sunday 26th October 1997. Thiswas Paglesham Lagoonin afairly remote area of
Essex near theRiver Roach. Theweather waswarm and sunny all day.

We walked along the footpath | eading to the lagoon pausing to watch Gol dfinches, Bluetits,
Great titsand an elusive Goldcrest in small hawthornsand willows. The shrubsalso
produced someYellowhammers.

Onreaching thelagoon wewalked around it to thefar side so that we had the sun behind us.
Thewater wasinhabited by many gulls, ducks, geese and swans. Four speciesof gullswere
seen and the duckswereadmired astheir breeding plumagewaswell developed. The Ted
looked particul arly beautiful with green and brown headsand ayellow patch near their tails.
The sound of Wigeon added to the attractive atmosphere of thelocation. Two Gadwall were
observed amongst the other wildfowl.

Thehighlight of theday wasthearrival of two Grey pha aropeswhich landed onthewater to
drink. Although they did not demonstratetheir characteristic swimming style, their general
shape and particularly thefairly thick black beaks, one of which had adistinctiveyellow
base, distinguished them from juvenile Littlegulls. After ten minutesthey flew off againto
resumetheir migration.

Thesurrounding fields hosted feral pigeons, afew Wood pigeonsand somevery blueish
Stock doves; Lapwingsand Golden ploverswereal so present and at one pointinthe
afternoon aBlack-tailed godwit displayed itsprominent wing bars.

Our picnic lunchwastaken onthe seawall overlooking the River Roach when more
Lapwings, Grey plovers, Godwits, Oyster catchers, Redshanksand Curlewswereseen.

Thewalk back added Little grbesto the Great crested grebes seen on theriver, and
culminated with superb viewsof two Goldcrests|ow down, for once, in hawthorn scrub.
We also watched threefemal e Reed buntingsand two Yellowhammers. A migrant Fieldfare
flew over to add to afew departing Swallows seen earlier inthe day.

Thetrip had provided fifty one speciesof birds, gloriousweather, pleasant countryside and
good company, and we departed hoping to add thissiteto our programmein futureyears.
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Great crested grebe

Little grebe Grey phalarope
Cormorant L esser black-backed gull
Grey heron Herringgull
Muteswan Commonagull
Canadagoose Black-headed gull
Brent goose Feral pigeon
Mallard Stock dove
Gadwall Wood pigeon
Wigeon Greenwoodpecker
Ted Skylark

Shoveler Swallow
Shelduck Meadow pipit
Tuftedduck Piedwagtail
Pochard Starling
Redlegged partridge Magpie

Pheasant Carrion crow
Moorhen Goldcrest

Coot Robin
Oystercatcher Blackbird
Lapwing Fieldfare

Grey plover Bluetit
Goldenplover Great tit

Curlew Goldfinch
Black-tailedgodwit Reedbunting

Redshank

Yellowhammer

Judithand Tony Boniface

ESSEX FIELD CLUB DEERMEETING 25thOCTOBER 1997

A small group of Club membersmet at Tilty Hill Farm on asunny Autumn afternoon. We
settled down along the old mill stream of Tilty Mill to watch for deer along the valley and
upinto Tilty Hill Wood. Thefarmer wasdrilling winter wheat seed inthefertilevalley
bottom fields and apart from that it was a peaceful scene.

Asthe sun went down agroup of eight Fallow deer disturbed by thetractor and seed drill
left the cover of acopse on the west side and we had awonderful view of the group, three
young bucks and five does. Three of the doeswere whitethe rest were normal spotted
fallow. No Muntjac deer were seen although they do occur inthe area.

Two Grey squirrelswere seen on the woodland edge and as dusk began to fall aflock of
Wood pigeons began to circle down into the wood to roost.

David Scott
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NATURENOTESfromKenHill

Earthwormsare key organismsin the environment, but littleisknown about the distribution
of thedifferent species, changesin national status or impact and rate of spread of new
speciesor of new predators, such asNew Zealand and Australian flat-worms. Urban areas
areparticularly interesting for recently established species, but rural placesand urban
fringes may reveal the greatest threatsto long established species.

The Department of Biology at PadovaUniversity hasdevel oped the Lombri Cd-Romtohelp
identitfy earthwormsfrom Italy and adult features for 85 species areincluded together
with photos or drawings of 32 species, many of which also occur in central and northern
Europe.

For those interested and with thefacilities available to use such programmes, contact
should be madewith Dr. Maurizio G. Paoletti or Dr. Carlo Gradenigro, Dipartimento di
Biologia, viaTrieste 75, Universitadi Padova, 35100 Padova, Italy.

Concernregarding the Water voleisled by the Environment Agency, inthe UK Biodiversity
Action Plan. All the surveysto pin-point Water voles are passed to the agency, including
thewildlifetrusts Water vole watch project.

The project usesan informativeillustrated | eafl et with an attached questionnaire aimed to
involve younger members of thewildlife trusts movement. Theform givesatick-list for
the information needed by scientists.

Urban fringe areas are supposed to be particularly fruitful for searches.

For copies of the Water vole watch |eaflet, contact Water Volewatch, Wildlife Watch, The
Green, Witham Park, Waterside South, Lincoln LN5 7JR.

Aberdeen City Council and Scottish Natural Heritage commissioned asurvey onthe
location of Badgersintheir area, in order to take the needs of this shy mammal into
consi derationwhen preparing new devel opments.

Householdersarewarned to think long and hard beforefeeding Badgers. They arevery
much creatures of habit, and problems often develop if thefood supply suddenly stops, if
their benefactor suddenly movesaway or goeson holiday, for example. The Badgerswill
turn up at the usual time expecting food, if noneisprovided, they will gointo afrenzy
searching for some. Thesearch caninvolvedigging uplawnslooking for earthworms-
regarded as anuisance by most householders.

Scottish Natural Heritage advisesthat thereisno reason why Badgers should require extra
food from people.

The above notes were gleaned from Urban Wildlife News Volume 14 No. 3, dated
August 1997, and published by English Nature, Northminster House, Peter borough.

Engineeringwork onthe FowlesBrook in Stoke-on-Trent, hasbadly damaged acolony of Water
voles. Althoughtheir presencewascommonknowledge, it had not beenreportedtotheBiol ogical
RecordsCentre, sotherewasnoofficial knowledgetoringaarmbells. A survey by the Staffordshire
WildlifeTrust backed by theEnvironment Agency, identified thesiteasoneof themost importantinthe
county, butitarrivedtoolate.

Thiscasereinforcestheimportanceof systematicsurveyslikethis, and of informationbeing passedto
thelocal Biol ogical RecordsCentreand Field Club County Recorders.
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Itisnow official, Britain'smost common bat isinfact two distinct species. In1993 Gareth Jones
showedthat thePipistrellehad twoformswhich used different frequenciesfor their echol ocationcalls,
oneat around 45K Hz, theother at around 55K Hz.

Scientistsat London Zoo haveshownthat two genetictypesexist, corresponding exactly tothetwo
echolocatingtypes. Resultssuggest that thetwo specieshavebeendisitnctfor 5to 10 millionyears. It
isspecul ated that thetwo different frequenciespermit thetwo speciestoeat different prey, thus
minimisingcompetitionbetweenthem.

Thetwo speciesaredifficult but notimpossibletodistinguishphysicaly. Bat enthusiastsaregoingto
havetofine-tunetheir detectors, andrevisedistributionmaps(andinvent temporary names?).

A fungal disease, Phytophthora, iskilling Alder trees, Alnusglutinosa, along many of Britain'sstreams
andrivers. Thetreesareimportant for birdssuch asSiskinand Redpoll, whichfeed onthesmall cones
inwinter, but alsofor their stabilising effect onbanks, thereby reducingerosion.

TheEnvironment Agency and Forestry Commissionwant hel pfromthepublic, tohelpbuildupagood
picturequickly of thepresent extent of thisvery potentially very damaging disease, andtomonitor its
rateof spread.

Dead Aldersshould benoted andtheir localitiesreported tothelocal Environment Agency or Forestry
Commissionoffice,

The above notes were taken from Urban Wildlife News Volume 14 No. 4, November
1997, published by English Nature.

Thereport onthesecond national Badger survey, funded by People's Trust for Endangered Species,
just published, showsasubstantial increaseinthebadger popul ation, followingimproved protection of
setts, and hasal soreveal ed adeal of information about Badger ecology.

Thefirst survey established abaselinefor futurepopul ation changemeasurements, thenew survey was
undertaken between October 1994 and early 1997. Over onepercent of thewholeof Britainwas
covered. Number of main settsoccupiedincreased by 24%, annexesettsby 87%, subsidary settsby
54%, and outlying settsby 55%. Numbersof Badgerswereestimated to haveincreased by 77%.

Thefiguresareencouraging, showingtheeffectivenessof conservationlegidation, but notall thenewsis
good. Inthenineyearsbetweenthetwo surveys, good Badger habitat had declined by 19%,
underliningthedramaticchangestakingplaceinthecountryside.

Thereasonfor theincreaseintheBadger popul ationappearstolieinthereductioninlevel sof
persecution. Extent of Badger digging had declinedtohalf that shownupby thefirst survey, and
appearsto have been accompani ed by reductionsin other formsof persecution, suchasshooting at
night.

Thefull report costs£16 (including postageand packing) from Peopl € s Trust for Endangered Species,
15 CloistersHouse, 8 BatterseaPark Road, London SW84BG.

Severebrowsing damagehasbeenreportedinMammal News, issueNo. 112 (Winter 1997-8) on
coppiceregenerationinBlake'sWood, Essex, anancient woodland sitefollowinganincreasein
Muntjac sightings. Hornbeam coppi cecut since 1995 hasrecel ved theheaviest browsing, but aclear
speciesprefernceisshown. Total destructionof Hornbeam, heavy grazing of Oak andthorn, but no
damageto Sweet chestnut or Sycamore. Bluebells, of which Blake'sWoodhasagreat density, have
not beentouched.
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AMPHIBIAN AND REPTILENOTESFOR 1997

May | thank memberswho have sent merecords during the past year. It isencouraging to
have received new records of the Common lizard (Lacerta vivipara). Thisreptile has
suffered badly asaresult of road verge mowing because it often occursin areas of
undisturbed rough grassland. Thelizard lovesto bask onwalls, fence-posts, logs, etc. andis
so well camouflaged that it often goesun-noticed. The Common lizard occursthroughout
the county but in the northern arable areasis confined to isolated pockets of suitable habitat
such aschurchyards, railway embankments, and areasof rank grassland exposed to the sun.
In south Essex Epping Forest, the various Wildlife Trust reserves, and the seawall areas
provideideal habitats.

| receive very few records of the Slow Worm (Anguisfragilis), asthisanimal is seldom
seen basking inthe sun asthe Common lizard does. They also frequent rough grassland and
can sometimes be found under sheets of tin or wood wherethey are attracted by the warmth
of thesun. In gardens Slow Wormsloveto liejust below the surface of well-rotted
compost heapswherethey enjoy the warmth of the decomposition aswell asthat of the sun.

Asregardsthe snakes, only one Adder (Mipera berus) record in 1997 for Weeley, where it
was observed ontherailway embankment. Thisshy reptilelikesgrassy places, theseawall
iIsgood aswell as some of the Wildlife Trust reserves. Grass snake (Natrix natrix) records
comefrom Epping Forest, the Frating area, Tolleshunt D'Arcy and Fingringhoe. | also
found ayoung maleat Herongatewhere| wascalled to help asthe snakewasalarming
residents. This Grass snake had taken up residence behind astep into thelounge of the
house adjacent to apatio and near asmall pond full of young fish, anideal habitat witha
good food source. Unfortunately, the occupants were not nature loversand werealarmed
by the hissing of this snake asthey crossed the step into the house. Asrequested | removed
the creature from the cavity behind the step with the aid of awire hook and relocated it to a
safehaven.

On the amphibian scene alien frog records are growing in number. Thesearelikely to be
either the Pool frog (Rana lessonae) or the Marsh frog (Rana ridibunda) the later is
recorded from Hadleigh Country Park. Both are noisy frogs, the maleshaving external
vocal sacsand can be heard calling loudly during their breeding seasonin April and early
May. They loveto bask inthe sun at thewater'sedge and leap into the pond when disturbed.

| would welcome records of amphibiansand reptilesand am pleased to visit where
identificationisaproblem. | look forward to hearing from Club members next Spring and
Summer withtheir observations.

David Scott, Court Hill, Church Lane, Little Leighs, Chelmsford, CM3 1PG
Tel: (01245) 361475 Fax: (01245) 362409

CONTRIBUTIONSTOTHENEWSLETTER

Please send contributionsfor thenext Newdletter, dueout in May, totheEditor,
Mr Peter Harvey, 32 Lodge L ane, Grays, RM 16 2Y P by theend of March at thelatest.

Deadline datesfor the Newdletter each year
January/February Newdetter: deadline- end of December
April/May Newd etter: deadline- endof March
August/September Newdetter: deadline- end of July
October/November Newd etter: deadline- end of September
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LETTERSTOTHEEDITOR
TheField Club and other conservation bodies

| welcometheletter in Newsletter No. 23 from Mr D.C. Bridges, Conservation Manager of
the Essex Wildlife Trust, in reply to my comments on thissubject. | am pleased that he
sharesmy views on co-operation and the exchange of biological data.

My criticism of the Trust, however, concerned the failure after 2 yearsto even acknowledge
thereceipt of afairly comprehensiverecording survey of Rushy Mead NR by Field Club
members. Many unpaid hourswere spent in thefield and at the microscopeto prepare a
document listing alarge number of insects, fungi, molluscs, etc., including some of Red
DataBook status.

Mr Bridgessaysin hisletter: "I can confirm that the Trust has received the report and that
the recordstherein have been added to the register for that reserve.”

Theabovewordsare unlikely to encourage Club membersto do further work on Trust
reservesif recordsare simply to be "added to the register" without comment. A word of
appreciationwould not havegoneamiss.

Perhapsthe Trust has been somewhat taken aback by the presentation of alist of some 800
insects, mostly in Latin, and really does not know quite what to do withiit.

Biodiversity meansjust that, and so includesall orders, even the small unpopular creepy
crawly thingsand theslimey ones.

Full recording of as many species as possible, followed by interpretation, is essentia for
successful reserve management. At some stage amuch closer working arrangement must
be achieved between the managers of wildlife sitesand those who have the expertiseto
record.

| suspect that at present most Field Club members are unsure whether the Trust doesin fact
welcomerecording onitsreserves. If so, what should be recorded, and where? Some
clarification would be hel pful and could lead to closer co-operation.

| am sorry if my comments appear to be"stirring up trouble”, but we need to know wherewe
stand, and unless volunteers are seen to be appreciated and can feel that their effort servesa
worthwhile purpose, then thewildlife of Essex will suffer.

CharlesWatson

WHATSON: ESSEX FIELD CLUB
FEBRUARY

Saturday 7th General M eeting1417."Wildlifeof LangdonHills". Talk by Rodney Coleat
3.00pmat Red CrossHall, London Road, Chelmsford (car park entranceinWrittle

Road).
Sunday 15th Bird Group. Winteringbirdshopefullyincluding Short Eared Owlsat Hamford

Water. Meetat 10.30amat LittleOakley. TM 215284. L eadersJudithand Tony
Boniface(01245) 266316.
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NEWMEETINGSFORMARCH,APRIL ANDMAY 1998

(Thesubsequent programmecar dswill run from Junelst toMay 31st.)

MARCH
Sunday 1st

Saturday 21st

Sunday 29th

APRIL
Sunday 5th

Saturday 18th

Sunday 19th

Sunday 26th

MAY
Sunday 3rd

Saturday 9th

Sunday 10th

Saturday 16th

Sunday 17th

Sunday 31st

Sawbridgeworth M ar sh Monthly RecordingM eetingNo.1

M eet 10am by thesouth entrancein Hallingbury Road TL 493158. Nearby pub
for lunchor bring sandwiches. Thepurposeof thesemeetingsistocarry out
speciesrecordingonthisjoint Essex Trust/Herts Trust naturereserve, al
groupsrequired. Noleader - just turnup, joininand send speciesliststo Colin
Plantassoonaspossible.

AGM 118. Red CrossHall, London Road, Chelmsford (car park entrance
inWrittleRoad) at 3.00pmfollowed by Presidential addressfrom Peter Allen
" Recent Devel opmentsconcerningthe Geol ogy of the ThamesTerracesof SouthEssex.”

Joint M eeting with South Essex N.H.S. Mosses at BelfairsWood Nature
Reserve. Meet 10.30am at Warren Road entrance, signpostsfrom A 13.
TQ821875. Leader Tim Pyner 01702 332425.

Sawbridgeworth Mar sh Monthly Recor dingM eetingNo.2
DetailsasNo. 1. Send speciesliststo Colin Plant assoonaspossible.

Amphibians. Gardeningfor Amphibians. AvisittoagardeninBasildonto
seeexoticfrogs, toadsand newts. Meet at 2.30pm. Phone John Dobsonfor
details(01245) 224408.

Essex Fungi Group. Foray in Broak'sWood. Meet in car park at 10.30am,
TL 786314. (L ocation between Braintreeand SibleHedingham). L eader
Martingregory (01245) 223300.

Bird Group.Wat Tyler Country Park. Meetincar park at 10.00am,
TQ738864. Possibility of migrantwarblers, beardedtitsand water rail.
(Location Pitseaared). L eader John Bath (01277) 651890.

Sawbridgewor th Mar sh M onthly RecordingM eetingNo.3
DetailsasNo. 1. Send speciesliststo Colin Plant assoonaspossible.

Joint Meetingwith the Essex Spider Group. Recor ding of spider sand
aculeates(beesand wasps). Meet 10.30am car park at Hanningfield
Reservoir. TQ737976. Leader Peter Harvey (01375) 371571.

Recor dingof all groupsat an MOD location Shoebury Beach if permission
obtained. PhoneRoger Payne(01702) 434449to obtaindetail sbefore8thMay.

Botany Group BSBI Atlas 2000 recording meeting. Square TL62. Meet
LittleEastonChurch TL 605234a 10.30am. L eader Jeremy 15on(01376) 345235.

General M eeting 1418. Birdsand Flowering Plantsof Epping Forest. Meet
10.00amat Bury Road car park TQ394949, near Chingford Station, opposite
golf course. Leader Jeremy dagley 0181-5082266. Anexcellent opportunity
tolearnbirdsongsandcalls.

Botany Group. Black Poplar Search. Meet Writtle car park 10.30am.
Leader Ken Adams 0181-508 7863.
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ESSEXFIELDCLUBPUBLICATIONS 9

Thefollowingpublicationsareavailable, from Tony Boniface, 40 Pentland Avenue, Chelmsford, Essex,
CM14AZ. All titlesareavailabletoindividualsonacashwithorder basis. Pleaseadd 50ptowards
postageand packingirrespectiveof thesizeof theorder.

Field Club notelets(illustratedin previousNews etters) aremarketedin packetsof
ten, two of each design, together withenvelopes. They areonsaleat Field Club
Meetingsat £1.00 per packet or by post for £1 + 75p to cover postage and packing.

THE ESSEX NATURALIST SERIES

No. 1. Deer of Essex by Dr Donald Chapman.
A 50 page paperback describing thedistributionand history of deer in Essex.
Photographs, maps, etc. ISBN 0905637 06 2 (published 1977) PRICE £2.00

No. 3. TiptreeHeath -itshistory and natural history by L aurieForsyth.
19 pagebookl et describingthemostimportant heathland habitat in Essex.
ISBN 0905637 08 9 (published 1978) PRICE 60p.

No. 4. TheWildlifeof Epping For est edited by Dr David Corke.
60 pagepaperback with photographsandlineillustrations. A review of the animd
lifeof theForest by theleading expertsoneach group of animals.
ISBN 0905637 09 7 (published 1979) PRICE £1.50

No. 5. TheEssex Field Club - thefirst 100yearsby L. S. Harley. _

21 pagebooklet describingthehistory of the Club ontheoccasionof its
centenary. Photographs.

ISBN 0905637 10 0 (published 1980) PRICE £1.00

No. 6. The Smaller Mothsof Essex by A. M. Emmet.
Themost detail ed account of thesmaller mothsever publishedfor any British
county. Distributionmapsand detail sof over 1000 species.|lustrationsof
representativemothsineachmajor group.
ISBN 0905637 11 9 (published 1981) PRICE £5.00 (reduced from £7.00).

No. 7. L ordsBushesby M. W. Hanson.
Thehistory and ecol ogy of an Epping Forest woodl and. 69 page paperback with 8
pagesof photographsand additional linedrawings.
ISBN 0905637 12 7 (published 1983) PRICE £3.00

No. 8. TheLarger Mothsand Butterfliesof Essex by A. M. Emmet and G. A. Pyman.
ThecompanionvolumetoNo. 6. Distributionmapsfor every speciesanda
completeanaysisof thechansﬂierl? butterfly and mothfaunaof Essex.

ISBN 0905637 135 (publi 1_985? PRICE £6.00 (reduced from £9.00).
Volume 6 and Volume 8 are available together for £9.00 post free.

No. 9. TheDragonfliesof Essex by Dr Edward Benton.
A very comprehensiveand readabl eaccount of thecounty dragonfly fauna. It
includestheresultsof arecent county-widesurvey and much historical
information. ISBN 0905637 143 (published 1988) PRICE £5.95

No. 10.  Essex EIm by M. W. Hanson.
Elmsweredevastated by Dutch EImdisease. Inthisbooklet Mark Hanson
examinestheroleof elmsinthelandscapeandtheir uses, andasogivesan
up-to-dateaccount of thelr statusin Essex today . 87 pages, 19 photographs,maps
andillustrations.| SBN 0905637 15 1 (published 1990) PRICE £3.95

No.11.  EppingForest - through theeyeof thenaturalist edited by M. W. Hanson.
A book chroniclingthecomplex land-usehistory of Essex'smost famousForest
withmodernaccountsof itsfloraandfauna.

ISBN 0905637 16 X (published 1992) PRICE £10

No. 12 Essex Naturalist No 12 (New series) - Journal edited by M. W. Hanson.
ISSN 0071-1489, ISBN 0 905637-17-8 (published 1995) PRICE £5

No. 13.  Essex Naturalist No 13 (New series) -Journal edited by P.R. Harvey & C.W. Plant.
I SSN 0071-1489 (published 1996) PRICE £5

No. 14. Essex Naturalist No 14 (New series) -Journal edited by C.W. Plant.
| SSN 0071-1489 (published 1997) PRICE £5

TheClay Tobacco-pipeinBritainby L. S. Harley. 51 page paperback coveringthe
history andidentification of thesepipes. Special attentionisgiventopipesmadein
Essex and East Anglia.l SBN 0905637 00 3 (second edition 1976) PRICE £2.50.
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ESSEX FIELD CLUB

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

o
Annual General Meeting 118 will be held at the Red CrossHall, London Road, Chelrs
(car park entrancein Writtle Road), on Saturday 21st March 1998 at 3 pm.

AGENDA

Apologiesfor absence

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 1997

Report of Council for 1997

Balance Sheet and Accountsfor 1997

Election of Officers and Members of Council

Honorary Auditor

Any Other Business

Members Notesand Exhibits

Presidential Address: "Recent Devel opmentsconcerningtheGeol ogy of the Thames Terracesof
SouthEssex." by Dr Peter Allen.

© 0N~ W®WNE

The Council's nominations for Officers and Council Membersto fill vacancies of those
retiring are asfollows:-

1998-99
President Dr Peter Allen
Vice-President Prof Ted Benton
General Secretary Dr Jeremy Dagley
Meetings Secretary Mr & MrsTony & Judith Boniface
Membership Secretary Mr John Bath
Minuting Secretary Vice-President
Treasurer Mr John Bath
Editor, Essex Naturalist Mr Colin Plant
Editor, Newsdletter Mr Peter Harvey
Ordinary Membersof Council Mr Charles Watson

Any further nominations must be handed to the President in writing either before or at this
meeting. All nominationsareto be duly seconded. In the event of no further nominations
being received, those nominated will be declared elected at the Annual General Meeting.

IMPORTANT: THISENTIRENOTICESHOULDBE
BROUGHT TOTHEANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
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SUBSCRIPTIONREMINDER

Asmemberswill know, all subscriptionsare due on the 1st January and the new
subscription rates announced by the President in the August Newsdletter are  a
follows: £10 for single membership, £12.50 for family membership (with one
copy of publications), £5 for under-eighteens and £15 for libraries/societies.

Many memberswith existing Banker's Orders have not yet remembered to complete anew one
for therevised amounts. To avoid the problem of having to remember to pay each year, and the
time and money wasted posting remindersto those who forget to send their subscriptions, all
members are encouraged to use the Banker's Order form provided below.

Please send your subscription as early as possible completing either the Banker's Order or
Return Slip and send to The Hon. Treasurer Mr. John Bath, 34 Chestnut Ave., Billericay, Essex
CM 12 9JF, enclosing your chequeif applicable.

L S PPN (Bank)
......................................................................................................... (Branch)
6 (0| = S PP
Accou nt - umb er ...................................................................................................................................

Please pay LIoyds Bank Plc., Billericay (30-90-80), 89 High Street, Billericay, Essex CM 12
9AT, for the credit of the Essex Field Club (Account 0630373) (on receipt of thisorder and
thereafter*) until further notice at annual intervalson thefirst of January thesumof £ .........
Thisorder succeeds any existing order to the Essex Field Club which is hereby cancelled.

SIgNEA: e
NamME MI/MISIMISS e ereneeneans

RETURNSLIP
Name: MI/MIS/MISS ... Tel.NO. o
0 (0 (=S ST
SingleMember Family Membership Under-eighteen Library/Soc
| enclose acheque made payableto Essex Field Clubfor £ .............

Details of Club membership are kept on computer disk. Theserecordswill be used solely for
Club purposes. If you object to your membership details being stored in thisway will you
please advisethe General Secretary inwriting accordingly.



